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A-Level Product Design

Preparation Tasks

Designers:
Students should be aware of, and be able to discuss, the work of influential designers and how their work
represents the principles of different design movements.

Please complete a study on two of the following designers:-

e Phillipe Starck

e James Dyson

e Margaret Calvert

e Dieter Rams

e Charles and Ray Eames
e Marianne Brandt.

This should include their formal training, their participation in any design movements, their style, the media they
work with and any pieces of their work that demonstrate their style.

Design Styles and Movements:
Students should be aware of, and be able to discuss, key design styles and movements and their principles
of design.

Please complete a study on one of the following design movements:-

e arts and craft movement

e ArtDeco

¢ Modernism, eg Bauhaus

e Post modernism, eg Memphis.

You will need to focus on the origin of the design style/movement, the main contributors and the key features of
design within that style. It would also be good to consider the socio economic influences of those movements,
such as trends and fashion, or major influences such as the war.

Major developments in technology
Students should be aware of, and be able to discuss, how major developments in technology are shaping
product design and manufacture.

Research and investigate how the following have developed over time and how new technology might
influence product design in the future;-

e Micro electronics

¢ New materials

¢ New methods of manufacture
e Advancements in CAD/CAM




