Paper 1 Section A
Text Analysis and
Comparison

Revision Guide
Name: __________________

Key Messages:

Timings
Analysing and
annotating
your texts

10 mins

Q1
Q2
Q3

30 mins
30 mins
20 mins

Aim for Level 4/5
 Analyse the texts using at least TWO levels of language analysis (eg
Lexis and Semantics AND Grammar)
 Try to spot ‘patterns and complexities’ across the text. Don’t analyse
line by line, instead try to spot multiple examples of the same technique
or representation.

How to approach these questions:
1. Read through the whole text. Highlight anything interesting as you go so
that you can quickly come back to it.
2. Carry out a sophisticated GAP analysis. This will help you understand
what you are looking for in your analysis.
3. Go back through the text and annotate/ label the linguistic features and
the meaning the writer is trying to create through this use of language.
4. Label the points you are going to make and group them by framework.
5. Start writing your response.

Paper 1 Section A
What is being assessed?
This section will always be worded in the same way:

What’s being assessed in Q1 and Q2?

A01 Key points:
-use of linguistic frameworks to analyse the meaning in a text.
-identify and label language features (linguistic terminology).
-write in a coherent way.

A03 Key points:
-What effect is created by the use of language?
-What meaning is constructed?
-How does this appeal to the idea reader and show the writer’s position?
-What patterns emerge?

What’s being assessed in Q3?

A04 Key points:
-You can use the same points identified in Q1 and Q2.
-You are looking for similarities and differences between the texts.
-You are looking at how they appeal to different audiences, are created for
different purposes and how language use changes due to historical factors.

How to approach/ analyse a text for Paper 1 Section A:
(This is not an exhaustive list of what you might find but is a good starting point.)

Step 1: Sophisticated GAP analysis
-Mode/ Type of text?
-Purpose? What is being
represented and why?
-Ideal Reader?
-Writer positioning?
-Tone?
-Register?

Step 2: Lexis and Semantics
-Figurative language? Effect?
-Semantic fields? Is this unusual
given the topic?
-Occupational lexis?
-Non-standard English?
-Dialect/ sociolect?
-Archaic language?
-Is the lexis matched to the ideal
reader?

Step 3: Grammar and Syntax
-Use of personal pronouns? Why?
-Imperative or declarative
sentences? Why?
-Interrogatives?
-Tense?
-Clause order? What does it
prioritise?
-Use of subordinate clauses? What
effect?
-Modification? What effect?
-Active or passive voice? SVO or
OVS. What effect?

Step 4: Pragmatics or Discourse
-Implied meanings?
-Irony or sarcasm?
-How is the text structured? Eg
Question/ answer format?
-Intertextuality? Would you expect
a text on this topic to use this type
of language? What effect does it
create?

Highlight and label the feature using your A01 linguistic terminology but also
note what the EFFECT is as well (A03)

Question 1 and 2 Structure:
Sophisticated GAP analysis:
-Text type
-Purpose
-Ideal reader(s)
-Writer positioning
-Tone
-Register
Tip 1: Give brief examples from the
text to support some of your
points.
Tip 2: Be concise. Don’t spend too
long on this section at the expense
of your deeper analysis.
Tip 3: Be tentative, unless it is
explicitly clear ideal reader and
writer positioning is subjective.
Tip 4: When discussing ideal reader
don’t refer to age or gender unless
you it is deliberately and clearly
aimed towards a particular group.
Lexis and Semantics:
Key message: You are looking for
‘patterns and complexities’ so
ideally you want multiple examples
which create the same meaning or
representation.
-Topic sentence identifying the
meaning created/ language feature
used. (A01 and A03)
-Evidence from the text. Identify
the linguistic device (eg ‘The
dynamic verb ‘spreading’ is used
figuratively to suggest…. ) (A01)
-Analyse the meaning which this
language creates. (A03)
-If you can, provide further
evidence from the text. (A01)
-Analyse the meaning. (A03)
(Repeat this process with as many
different examples as possible)

Grammar and Syntax:
Key message: To achieve Level 4
on the Mark Scheme you need to
use two levels of language analysis
so ensure you provide some
examples of grammatical features.
-Topic sentence identifying the
meaning created/ grammatical
feature used. (A01 and A03)
-Evidence from the text. Identify
the grammatical feature (eg ‘The
use of the interrogative ‘Do you
understand?’ creates the
impression that the writer….) (A01)
-Analyse the meaning which the
grammar creates. (A03)
-If you can, provide further
evidence from the text. (A01)
-Analyse the meaning. (A03)
(Repeat this process with as many
different examples as possible)
Pragmatics/ Discourse/
Graphology (if relevant):
You may want to embed an
analysis using these frameworks
into your other sections (eg The
use of irony may feature in your
analysis for a specific lexical
choice)
However, you may wish to have
this as a separate section. As Lexis,
Semantics and Grammar are likely
to be more significant in a text,
keep this section until last (if you
have time.)

Question 3 Structure:
Introduction/ Overview:
-What are the two texts representing?
Similarities and/or difference?
-What are the differences in context (usually
the texts will be from different time periods)
Can you give examples of how the language
used is different?
-What are the differences and similarities
between the purpose/ ideal reader/ writer
positioning?

Lexis and Semantics:
-Topic sentence summarising if the texts
are similar or different in their use of lexis
and semantics.
-Example from Text A.
-Analysis of meaning.
-Example from Text B
-Analysis of meaning, comparing the
difference or similarities with Text A.
Repeat this process with as many points
you can make in the time.
Grammar and Syntax:
-Topic sentence summarising if the texts
are similar or different in their use of
grammar and syntax.
-Example from Text A.
-Analysis of meaning.
-Example from Text B
-Analysis of meaning, comparing the
difference or similarities with Text A.
Repeat this process with as many points
you can make in the time
Conclusion:
-Give a final (brief) overview of the
differences or similarities in the way the
texts shape meaning and representations.

Glossary of Key Terms from AQA:

Practice Papers for Paper 1 Section A:
The wording of the question will always be the same:

There are three sets of practice papers in this revision
guide. The two texts you will be given in the real exam are
likely to be:
 From different time periods.
 Different text types (ie letter, article, journal,
multimodal etc.)
 On the same topic.
Practice:
Use the questions above to analyse these three groups of
texts.
1. Text A and Text B are on the topic of ‘disasters’
2. Text A and Text B are on the topic of ‘poverty’
3. Text A and Text B are on the topic of ‘women’

1. Text A is an account of a survivor of a mining disaster. It was published in the
Durham Advertiser 17 February 1882.
Transcript
NARRATIVE OF A SURVIVOR
The following is the narrative of Mr Ralph Winn, one of the rescued who is landlord of the
Station Hotel, and worked as a hewer in the Harvey Sea :- I heard a report which appeared
to come right to me from the direction of the shaft. I said to my marrow, “What’s that?” to
which he replied, “I think it’ll be a shot.” I said, “That’s no shot,” and as I spoke a boy came
running up and shouted “Be sharp out-bye; there’s a something happened. All the ‘overcast’
is blown out”. We went off as hard as we could towards the shaft, other men and lads
joining us. As we ran, the dust was so dense that it was like to smother us. We reached the
shaft, however, and there we found the tubs all blown about, and the “way” torn up, and
the timbering and brattice piled up in a heap. The first thing we saw was the dead body of a
young man which we recognised as that of William Jefferson, We lifted him up and placed
him by the side of the way. We then tried to get round to the other side of the shaft, but on
our way we came upon the body of a man whose head had been blown off, a terribly
mutilated body. One of our party succeeded in getting round, and saw a young boy’s foot
peeping out from beneath a tub. We all cowered about the shaft, and wondered if we
should get out; it was then efident that no one but those about us could be saved. When we
had waited from between half-an-hour and an hour, we saw the lights of lamps coming
towards us from the direction of the Cross-cut Flat. There were about nine men in this party,
and one of them, just as they came up to us, dropped down. The men got him and brought
him safely to the shaft where we were. The other eight men were all very bad from afterdamp, and asked for something to drink, but of course we could give them nothing. We
stood about the pit for someone to come to us. No one else was found there whilst I was at
the shaft bottom. These nine men told us that in the Cross-cut Flat, from which they came,
all the boys were killed. When the explosion took place Jacob Soulsby, the deputy-overman
in charge of that district, said, “Tell them (the boys) to wait at the ‘Rest’ a bit.” They
delivered this message, but the boys did not do so, and they were all killed by the chokedamp. The cage was broken in the shaft, but at length the slings were let down, and we
were drawn to bank by thm and the “kibble.” The engineman underground and I got into
the slings together. He told me that when the explosion ocurred he was blown away from
his engine, but he did not appear to be seriously hurt. There were about thirty men and
boys drawn up at the bottom of the shaft – gathered up from the various parts of the
workings. None of them appeared to be much the worse, although they had all suffered
more or less from choke-damp. The engineman and I came to bank in the sidings, but the
kibble was afterwards let down and brought the remainder of the men to bank.
Glossary
Hewer – Coal Cutter
Outbye – towards the shaft
Shot – explosion
Marrow – mate or friend

Overcast – roof of the mine
Cowered – crouch down nervously
After damp / Choke Damp – carbonic acid gas
which made breathing difficult. It can kill.
Kibble – wooden tub

1. Text B is an extract from a leaflet ‘What to do in an emergency at Sellafield’ from 2016.
Sellafield is a Nuclear Power plant.

2. Text A was written by Henry Mayhew for the Morning Chronicle. This is an extract
from his article entitled ‘A VISIT TO THE CHOLERA DISTRICTS OF BERMONDSEY’
published in 1849.
The inhabitants themselves show in their faces the poisonous influence of the mephitic air they
breathe. Either their skins are white, like parchment, telling of the impaired digestion, the languid
circulation, and the coldness of the skin peculiar to persons suffering from chronic poisoning, or else
their cheeks are flushed hectically, and their eyes are glassy, showing the wasting fever and general
decline of the bodily functions. The brown, earthlike complexion of some, and their sunk eyes, with
the dark areol~ round them, tell you that the sulphuretted hydrogen of the atmosphere in which
they live has been absorbed into the blood; while others are remarkable for the watery eye
exhibiting the increased secretion of tears so peculiar to those who are exposed to the exhalations
of hydrosulphate of ammonia.
Scarcely a girl that has not suffusion and soreness of the eyes, so that you would almost fancy she
had been swallowing small doses of arsenic; while it is evident from the irritation and discharge from
the mucous membranes of the nose and eyes for which all the children are distinguished, that the
poor emaciated things are suffering from continual inhalation of the vapour of carbonate of
ammonia and other deleterious gases.
Nor was this to be wondered at, when the whole air reeked with the stench of rotting animal and
vegetable matter: for the experiment of Professor Donovan has shown that a rabbit, with only its
body enclosed in a bladder filled with sulphuretted hydrogen, and allowed to breathe freely, will die
in ten minutes. Thénard also has proved that one eight hundredth part of this gas in the atmosphere
is sufficient to destroy a dog, and one two hundred and fiftieth will kill a horse; while Mr. Taylor, in
his book on poisons, assures us that the men who were engaged in excavating the Thames Tunnel
suffered severely during the work from the presence of this gas in the atmosphere in which they
were obliged to labour. "The air, as well as the water which trickled through the roof," he tells us,
"was found to contain sulphuretted hydrogen. This was probably derived from the action of the iron
pyrites in the clay. By respiring this atmosphere the strongest and most robust men were, in the
course of a few months, reduced to a state of extreme exhaustion and died. They became
emaciated, and fell into a state of low fever, accompanied with delirium. In one case which I saw,"
he adds, "the face of the man was pale, the lips of a violet hue, the eyes sunk and dark all round, and
the whole muscular system flabby and emaciated." To give the reader some idea as to the extent
with which the air in Jacob's Island is charged with this most deadly compound, it will be sufficient to
say that a silver spoon of which we caught sight in one of the least wretched dwellings was positively
chocolate-coloured by the action of the sulphur on the metal.

2. Text B is a webpage on the charity UNICEF’s webpage. (Accessed 2017)

3. Text A is an extract from a speech delivered by Elizabeth Cady Stanton's in 1848 to
the Seneca Falls Woman's Rights Convention.

I should feel exceedingly diffident to appear before you at this time, having never before
spoken in public, were I not nerved by a sense of right and duty, did I not feel the time had
fully come for the question of woman's wrongs to be laid before the public, did I not believe
that woman herself must do this work; for woman alone can understand the height, the
depth, the length, and the breadth of her own degradation. Man can not speak for her.…
Among the many important questions which have been brought before the public, there is
none that more vitally affects the whole human family than that which is technically called
Woman's Rights. Every allusion to the degraded and inferior position occupied by women all
over the world has been met by scorn and abuse. From the man of highest mental
cultivation to the most degraded wretch who staggers in the streets do we meet ridicule,
and coarse jests, freely bestowed upon those who dare assert that woman stands by the
side of man, his equal, placed here by her God, to enjoy with him the beautiful earth, which
is her home as it is his, having the same sense of right and wrong, and looking to the same
Being for guidance and support. So long has man exercised tyranny over her, injurious to
himself and numbing to his faculties, that few can nerve themselves to meet the storm; and
so long has the chain been about her that she knows not there is a remedy.…
… In every country and clime does man assume the responsibility of marking out the path
for her to tread. In every country does he regard her as a being inferior to himself, and one
whom he is to guide and control. From the Arabian Kerek, whose wife is obliged to steal
from her husband to supply the necessities of life; from the Mahometan who forbids pigs,
dogs, women and other impure animals, to enter a Mosque, and does not allow a fool,
madman or woman to proclaim the hour of prayer; from the German who complacently
smokes his meerschaum, while his wife, yoked with the ox, draws the plough through its
furrow; from the delectable carpet-knight, who thinks an inferior style of conversation
adapted to woman; to the legislator, who considers her incapable of saying what laws shall
govern her, is the same feeling manifested.…

3. Text B is a webpage from the charity Oxfam’s website explaining a scheme they fund to support
women into employment. (Accessed 2017)

