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Key Stage 5 (Sixth Form)  

 Recommended Reads Booklist  



Sixth Form - Mystery  

The Name of the Rose By Umberto Eco  
The year is 1327. Franciscans in a wealthy Italian abbey are suspected of heresy, and Brother 
William of Baskerville arrives to investigate. When his delicate mission is overshadowed by 
seven bizarre deaths, Brother William turns detective. He collects evidence, deciphers secret 
symbols and coded manuscripts, and digs into the eerie labyrinth of the abbey, where òthe 
most  interesting things happen at night.ó  

Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier  
An unnamed young woman marries wealthy Maxim de Winter, mostly to escape her life as 
a companion to a rich American woman. Her happiness is broken when she moves with her 
new husband to his estate, Manderley, where she learns about her  husband's previous 
wife, Rebecca whose shadow still casts over their lives.  Although Rebecca drowned in the 
ocean near the house over a year ago, the house is still full of her presence. Her old room is 
left exactly the way it was when Rebecca still lived there and her servant, the creepy Mrs. 
Danvers remains loyal only to Rebecca. When the new Mrs. de Winter finds herself being 
compared to Rebecca by everyone she encounters, a lingering evil threatens to destroy 
their marriage from beyond the grave.   

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald  

Who is Jay Gatsby? Everyone seems to have a story about him. How did he get all of his      

riches? Many think Gatsby gets his money by illegal means, but turn the other cheek because 

he throws a fabulous party every weekend. However the real Jay Gatsby has another story.   

He is longing for something that he once had. Nick can help in his pursuit of happiness. Can 

Gatsby turn back the clock and live in the past, or must he look to the future?  

The Thirteenth Tale  by Diane Setterfield  

Angelfield House stands abandoned and forgotten. It was once home to the March family 

- fascinating, manipulative Isabelle, brutal, dangerous Charlie, and the wild, untamed twins, 

Emmeline and Adeline. But Angelfield House hides a chilling secret which strikes at the very 

heart of each of them, tearing their lives apart... Now  Margaret Lea is investigating                  

Angelfield's past - and the mystery of the March family starts to unravel.  

The Suspicions of Mr Whicher by Kate Summerscale  

One summer's night in 1860, in an elegant detached Georgian house in the village of Road, 

Wiltshire, all is quiet. The family wakes the next morning to a horrific discovery: an                

unimaginably gruesome murder has taken place in their home. The household  reverberates 

with shock, not least because the guilty party is surely still among them.  Jack Whicher of 

Scotland Yard, the most celebrated detective of his day, reaches Road Hill House a          

fortnight later. He faces an unenviable task: to solve a case in which the grieving family are 

the suspects . 

Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie  

Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the Orient Express in its tracks. The luxurious train is     

surprisingly full for the time of the year, but by the morning it is one passenger fewer. An 

American tycoon lies dead in his compartment, stabbed a dozen times, his door locked 

from the inside. Isolated and with a killer in their midst, detective Hercule Poirot must identify 

the murderer ð in case he or she decides to strike again.  

Arthur and George by Julian Barnes  

Arthur and George grow up worlds apart in late nineteenth -century Britain: Arthur in shabby

-genteel Edinburgh, George in the vicarage of a small Staffordshire village. Arthur is to    

become one of the most famous men of his age (Conan -Doyle), while George remains in 

hard -working obscurity. But as the new century begins, they are brought together by a   

sequence of events that made sensational headlines at the time as The Great Wyrley    

Outrages.  



Sixth Form - Fantasy  

Assassin's Apprentice by Robin Hobb  
The kingdom of the Six Duchies is on the brink of civil war when news breaks that 
the crown prince has fathered a bastard son and is shamed into abdication. The 
childõs name is Fitz, and his is despised. Raised in the castle stables, only the         
company of the kingõs fool, the ragged children of the lower city and his unusual 
affinity with animals provide Fitz with any comfort.  To be useful to the crown, Fitz is 
trained as an assassin; and to use the traditional magic of the Farseer family. But   
his tutor, allied to another political faction, is determined to discredit, even kill him. 
Fitz must survive: for he may be destined to save the kingdom.  

Magicianõs Guild by Trudi Canavan  
Each year the magicians of Imardin gather together to purge the city streets of  
vagrants, urchins and miscreants. Masters of the disciplines of magic, they know 
that no one can oppose them. But their protective shield is not as impenetrable    
as they believe. Sonea, angry, frustrated and outraged by the treatment of her 
family and friends, hurls a stone at the shield, putting all her rage behind it. To the    
amazement of all who bear witness, the stone passes unhindered through the    
barrier and renders a magician unconscious. The guild's worst fear has been        
realised . . . There is an untrained magician loose on the streets. She must be found 
before her uncontrolled powers unleash forces that will destroy both her, and the 
city that is her home.  

The Final Empire by Brandon Sanderson  
A thousand years ago evil came to the land and has ruled with an iron hand ever 
since. Clouds of ash float down endlessly from the constant eruption of volcanoes.  
A dark lord rules through the aristocratic families and ordinary folk are condemned 
to lives in servitude, sold as goods, labouring in the ash fields. But now  a trouble-
maker has arrived and there is rumour of revolt. A revolt that depends on criminal 
that no -one can trust and a young girl who must master Allomancy - the magic 
that lies in all metals . 

The Name of the Wind by Patrick Rothfus  
'I have stolen princesses back from sleeping barrow kings. I burned down the town 
of Trebon. I have spent the night with Felurian and left with both my sanity and my 
life. I was expelled from the University at a younger age than most people are    
allowed in. I tread paths by moonlight that others fear to speak of during day. I 
have talked to Gods, loved women, and written songs that make the minstrels 
weep. My name is Kvothe. You may have heard of me'  

Game of Thrones (A Song of Ice and Fire) by George R.R. Martin  

The struggle for the Iron Throne will stretch from the south, where heat breeds plot, 

lusts and intrigues; to the vast and savage eastern lands; all the way to the frozen 

north, where an 800 -foot wall of ice protects the kingdom from the dark forces that 

lie beyond. Kings and queens, knights and renegades, liars, lords and honest mené 

all will play the Game of Thrones. Winter is comingé 

Stardust by Neil Gaiman  

Life moves at a leisurely pace in the tiny town of Wall - named after the imposing 

stone barrier which separates the town from a grassy meadow. Here, young        

Tristran Thorn has lost his heart to the beautiful Victoria Forester and for the coveted 

prize of her hand, Tristran vows to retrieve a fallen star and deliver it to his beloved. 

It is an oath that sends him over the ancient wall and into a world that is dangerous 

and strange beyond imagining . . �X 


