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Key Stage 4 - Mystery

The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle

When Sir Charles Baskerville is found dead on the wild Devon moorland with the footprints
of a giant hound nearby, the blame is placed on a family curse. It is left to Sherlock
Holmes and Doctor Watson to solve the mystery of the legend of the phantom hound
before Sir Charles' heir comes to an equally gruesome end.

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon

Fifteen-year-old Christopher has a photographic memory. He understands maths. He
understands science. What he can’t understand are other human beings. When he finds
his neighbour’s dog lying dead on the lawn, he decides to track down the killer and write
a murder mystery about it. But what other mysteries will he end up uncovering?

Girl, Missing by Sophie McKenzie
Lauren has always known she was adopted but when a little research turns up the
possibility that she was snatched from an American family as a baby, suddenly Lauren's
' life seems like a sham. How can she find her biological parentse And are her adoptive
TR R parents really responsible for kidnapping here She manages to wangle a trip across the
GIRL, Atlantic where she runs away fo try and find the fruth. But the circumstances of her
VISSING| disappearance are murky and Lauren's kidnappers are still at large and willing to do
w1 anything to keep her silent...

Running Girl by Simon Mason
Meet Garvie Smith. Highest IQ ever recorded at Marsh Academy. Lowest ever grades.

- What's the point?2 Life sucks. Nothing surprising ever happens. Until Chloe Dow's bodly is
pulled from a pond. His ex-girlfriend. DI Singh is already on the case. Ambitious, uptight,
methodical - he's determined to solve the mystery - and get promoted. He doesn't need

any 'assistance' from notorious slacker, Smith. Or does he?

Dead Time by Anne Cassidy

Rose and Joshua first met when Joshua and his dad came to live with Rose and her mum.
Then their world turns upside down when their mother and father go out for dinner one
evening and never return. With police inquiries going nowhere, Rose is dispatched to live
with her chilly, unfriendly grandmother and Joshua is sent to live with his uncle. Then
Joshua comes to London to study and Rose is witness to not one, but two murders. Why is
this happening to Rose?2 Can it be anything to do with the investigations Joshua has been
doing into the disappearance of their parents?

Paper Towns by John Green

JOHN GREEN  Quentin Jacobsen has always loved Margo Roth Spiegelman, for Margo (and her
adventures) are the stuff of legend at their high school. So when she one day climbs
through his window and summons him on an all-night road trip of revenge he cannot help
but follow. But the next day Margo doesn't come to school and a week later she s still
missing. Q soon learns that there are clues in her disappearance . . . and they are for him.
But as he gets deeper into the mystery - culminating in another awesome road frip across
America - he becomes less sure of who and what he is looking for.

Acceleration by Graham McNamee
It's a hot summer and in the depths of the Toronto Transit Authority's lost and found, 17-
year-old Duncan is cataloguing misplaced belongings. And between Jacob, the cranky
old man who runs the place, and the endless dusty boxes overflowing with stuff no one
will ever claim, Duncan has just about had enough. Then he finds a little leather book
. filled with the dark and dirty secrets of a twisted mind, a serial killer stalking his prey in the
fiew formeine e subway. And Duncan can't stop reading. What would you do with a book like that? How
far would you go to catch a madman@
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Key stage 4 - Fantasy

Northern Lights by Philip Pullman

Lyra is no ordinary child. Plucky, wild, feisty and fey, she leads a wild and carefree
life tramping the roofs of Jordan College, Oxford, and fighting with the Gyptian
children on the canal. But now children are mysteriously disappearing. A reign of
terroris coming. And when Lyra's friend Roger vanishes, she sets off on a mission
fo save him. It's a journey into a glittering Arctic north of ice and snow, where
witch-queens ride the skies, armoured bears roam the snow... and scientists are
conducting experiments of unspeakable terror. Does one girl have the courage
and cunning to stop them?

The Lord of the Rings by J. R. R. Tolkien

Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered to him all the Rings of Power — the means by
which he infends to rule Middle-earth. All he lacks in his plans for dominion is the
One Ring - the ring that rules them all — which has fallen into the hands of the
hobbit, Bilbo Baggins. In a sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins finds
himself faced with an immense task, as his elderly cousin Bilbo entrusts the Ring to his
care. Frodo must leave his home and make a perilous journey across Middle-earth
to the Cracks of Doom, there to destroy the Ring and foil the Dark Lord in his evil
purpose.

The Obsidian Mirror by Catherine Fisher

Jake's father disappears while working on mysterious experiments with the obsessiva
reclusive Oberon Venn. Jake is convinced Venn has murdered him. But the truth

he finds at the snow-bound Wintercombe Abbey is far stranger ... The experiments
concerned a black mirror, which is a portal to both the past and the future. Jake is
hell-bent on using the mirror to get to the fruth. Whatever the cost, he must learn
what really happened to his father.

City of Bones by Cassandra Clare

Sixteen-year-old Clary Fray is an ordinary teenager, who likes hanging out in
Brooklyn with her friends. But everything changes the night she witnesses a murder,
committed by a group of teens armed with medieval weaponry. The group are
Shadowhunters, secret warriors dedicated to driving demons out of this dimension
and back into their own.. Drawn into a terrifying world, thrown together with
handsome young Shadowhunter Jace and his friends Isabelle and Alec, Clary
encounters the dark side of New York City—and the dangers of forbidden love.

My Swordhand is Singing by Marcus Sedgwick

In the bitter cold of an unrelenting winter Tomas and his son, Peter, arrive in Chust
and despite the inhospitability of the villagers settle there as woodcutters. Tomas
digs a channel of fast-flowing waters around their hut so they have their own little
island kingdom. Peter doesn't understand why his father has done this, nor why his
father carries a long battered box everywhere they go, and why he is forbidden to
know its contents. But when a band of fravellers comes to the village Peter's drab
existence is furned upside down. For these travellers are Vampire Slayers and Chust
is a dying community - where the dead come back to wreak revenge on the living.
Amidst the terrifying events that follow, Peter is stunned to see his father change
from a disillusioned man to the warrior hero he once was.

Half Bad by Sally Green

Meet Nathan Byrne...

He's half White Witch, half Black Witch.

His mother was a healer, his father is a killer.

He's been kept in a cage since he was 14.

But if White Witches are good and Black Witches are evil, what happens if
you are both?
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Key Stage 4 - Fantasy

Mortal Engines by Philip Reeve

A thousand years in the future, the surface of Earth has been corrupted beyond all
recognition, and cities have been forced to mount themselves in order to catch
‘prey’ (smaller, weaker cities), which they digest, after a fashion, to help them
survive. Tom Natsworthy, a young apprentice in London's Guild of Engineers,
yearns to go on adventures of the sort that his idol Thaddeus Valentine goes on

all the time. However when a young disfigured assassin, Hester Shaw, tries to kill
Valentine, Tom's world is really furned on its head.

The Girl of ink and stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave
Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her
cartographer father once mapped. When her friend disappears, she volunteers
to guide the search. The world beyond the walls is a monster-filled wasteland -
and beneath the dry rivers and smoking mountains, a fire demon is stirring from
its sleep. Soon, following her map, her heart and an ancient myth, Isabella
Nk il discovers the frue end of her journey: to save the island itself.
P‘“ . Sabriel by Garth Nix
S&]&R{ét Sent to a boarding school in Ancelstierre as a young child, Sabriel has had little
.(ﬁ‘g experience with the random power of Free Magic or the Dead who refuse to stay
\ \ﬁ dead in the Old Kingdom. But during her final term, her father, the Abhorsen, goes
ot missing, and Sabriel knows she must enter the Old Kingdom to find him. She soon
( finds companions in Mogget, a cat whose aloof manner barely conceals its
w}c malevolent spirit, and Touchstone, a young Charter Mage long imprisoned by
— T magic, now free in body but still trapped by painful memories. As the three travel
deep into the Old Kingdom, threats mount on all sides. And every step brings them
closer to a battle that will pit them against the frue forces of life and death- and
bring Sabriel face-to-face with her own destiny...

The Gift (Pellinor Trilogy) by Alison Croggon

Maerad is a slave in an unforgiving settlement, taken there as a child when her
family is destroyed in war. She is unaware that she possesses a powerful gift that
marks her as a member of the School of Pellinor. It is only when she is discovered by
Cadvan, one of the great Bards of Lirigon, that her frue heritage and extraordinary
destiny unfolds. Now she and Cadvan, must survive a punishing and uncertain
journey through a time and place where the dark forces they battle with stem

from the deepest recesses of other-worldly terror.

Half A King by Joe Abercrombie

Betrayed by his family and left for dead, Prince Yarvi, reluctant heir fo a divided
kingdom, has vowed to reclaim a throne he never wanted. But first he must survive
cruelty, chains and the bitter waters of the Shattered Sea itself — all with only one
good hand. Born a weakling in the eyes of a hard, cold world, he cannot grip a
shield or swing an axe, so has sharpened his mind to a deadly edge. Gathering a
strange fellowship of the outcast, he finds they can help him more than any noble
could. Even so, Yarvi's path may end as it began —in twists, fraps and tragedy.

The Young Elites by Marie Lu

Adelina Amouteru is a survivor of the blood fever. A decade ago, the deadly iliness
swept through her nation. Most of the infected perished, while many of the childre
who survived were left with strange markings. Adelina's black hair turned silver, her
lashes went pale, and now she has only a jagged scar where her left eye once was.
Her cruel father believes she is a malfetto, an abomination, ruining their family's good
name and standing in the way of their fortune. But some of the fever's survivors are
rumored to possess more than just scars-they are believed to have mysterious and
powerful gifts, and though their identities remain secret, they have come to be
called the Yoyng Elites.
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Key Stage 4 - Fantasy

The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper

When Will Stanton wakes up on the morning of his birthday, he discovers an
unbelievable gift - he is immortal. Bemused and terrified, he finds he is the last of
the Old Ones, magical men and women sworn to protect the world from the
source of evil, the Dark. At once Willis plunged into a quest to find six magical
Signs to aid the powers of the Light. Six medallions - iron, bronze, wood, water,
fire, and stone - created and hidden by the Old Ones centuries ago. But the
Dark has sent out the Rider: evil cloaked in black, upon a midnight stallion, and
on the hunt for this youngest Old One, Will. He must find the six great Signs before
the Dark can rise, for an epic battle between good and evil approaches...

ThEDARBIS

A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula Le Guin

A classic coming-of-age tale about a boy destined to become the greatest

sorcerer in the world. In the 1001 island realm of Earthsea, Ged is a poor

blacksmith's son born with an innate understanding of magic. But when he studies A
at the Roke Island school, he lets his arrogance and antipathy for another student

lead him info a disastrous mistake—unleashing an evil spirit bent on devouring

Ged's essence ...

The Amulet of Samarkand (Bartimaeus Trilogy) by Jonathan Stroud

When the 5,000-year-old djinni Bartimaeus is summoned by Nathaniel, a young
magician's apprentice, he expects to have to do nothing more taxing than a
little levitation or a few simple illusions. But Nathaniel is a precocious talent and
has something rather more dangerous in mind: revenge. Against his will,
Bartimaeus is packed off to steal the powerful Amulet of Samarkand from Simon
Lovelace, a master magician of unrivalled ruthlessness and ambition. Before
long. both djinni and apprentice are caught up in a terrifying flood of magical
intrigue, murder and rebellion.

Charmed life (Chrestomanci Series) by Diana Wynne-Jones

Everybody says that Gwendolyn Chant is a gifted witch with astonishing powers,
so it suits her enormously when she is taken to live in Chrestomanci Castle. Her
brother Eric (better known as Cat) is not so keen, for he has no talent for magic
at all. However, life with the great enchanter is not what either of them expects
and sparks begin to fly!

Eragon (The inheritance Cycle) by Christopher Paolini

When Eragon finds a polished stone in the forest, he thinks it is the lucky discovery
of a poor farm boy; perhaps it will buy his family meat for the winter. But when
the stone brings a dragon hatchling, Eragon soon realizes he has stumbled upon
a legacy nearly as old as the Empire itself. Overnight his simple life is shattered
and he is thrust into a perilous new world of destiny, magic and power. With only
an ancient sword and the advice of an old storyteller for guidance, Eragon and
the fledgling dragon must navigate the dangerous terrain and dark enemies of
an Empire ruled by a king whose evil knows no bounds. Can Eragon take up the
mantle of the legendary Dragon Riders? The fate of the Empire may rest in his
hands...

The Book of Three (Chronicles of Prydain) by Lloyd Alexander

Taran wanted to be a hero, and looking after a pig wasn't exactly heroic, even

though Hen Wen was an oracular pig. But the day that Hen Wen vanished,

Taran was led into an enchanting and perilous world. With his band of followers,

he confronted the Horned King and his terrible Cauldron-Born. These were the

forces of evil, and only Hen Wen knew the secret of keeping the kingdom of
e Prydain safe from them. But who would find her firste




Key S’roge 4 - Sci-Fi

I am Number Four by Pittacus Lore

John Smith is not your average teenager. He regularly moves from small town to small
town. He changes his name and identity. He does not put down roots. He cannot tell
anyone who or what he really is. If he stops moving those who hunt him will find and kill
him. But you can't run forever. So when he stops in Paradise, Ohio, John decides to try
and seftle down. To fit in. And for the first time he makes some real friends. People he
cares about - and who care about him. Never in John's short life has there been space
for friendship, or even love. But it's just a matter of time before John's secret is revealed.
He was once one of nine. Three of them have been killed. John is Number Four. He
knows that he is next .

Z‘B’fﬁé Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy By Douglas Adams
Hﬂﬁlﬂc’fx‘}/f‘w One Thursday lunchtime the Earth gets unexpectedly demolished to make way for a
m.[/u;"caz@'y new hyperspace bypass. It's the final straw for Arthur Dent, who has already had his
o house bulldozed that morning. In the few seconds before global obliteration, Arthur is
plucked from the planet by his friend Ford Prefect - and together the pair venture out

across the galaxy on the craziest, strangest road trip of all fime.

The Xenocide Mission by Ben Jeapes
Lieutenant Joel Gilmore is part of a space observation team who find themselves
aftacked by the very aliens they are watching. It becomes a race against fime for

their fellow soldiers to rescue them, but in doing so, they unlock the shocking secrets
of the solar system.

The 5th Wave by Rick Yancey

After thelst wave, only darkness remains. After the 2nd, only the lucky escape. And after
the 3rd, only the unlucky survive. After 4th wave, only one rule applies: trust no one.

NOW IS THE DAWN OF THE 5TH WAVE On a lonely stretch of highway, Cassie runs. Runs from
the beings that only look human, who have scattered Earth's last survivors. To stay alone is
fo stay alive, until she meets Evan Walker. Beguiling and mysterious, Evan may be her only
hope. Now Cassie must choose: between trust and despair, between defiance and
surrender, between life and death.

The 100 by Kass Morgan

Ever since a devastating nuclear war, humanity has lived on spaceships far above Earth's
radioactive surface. Now, one hundred juvenile delinquents - considered expendable by
society - are being sent on a dangerous mission: fo re-colonize the planet. It could be their
second chance at life...or it could be a suicide mission. Confronted with a savage land £
and haunted by secrets from their pasts, the hundred must fight to survive. They were never
meant to be heroes, but they may be mankind's last hope.

Numbers by Rachel Ward

Since her mother's death, fifteen-year-old Jem has kept a secret. When her eyes meet
someone else's, a number pops into her head - the date on which they will die. Knowing
that nothing lasts forever, Jem avoids relationships, but when she meets a boy called
Spider, and they plan a day out together, her life takes a new twist and furn. Waiting for
the London Eye, she sees everyone in the queue has the same number - something
terrible is going to happen.

Chasing the Stars by Malorie Blackman

Olivia and her twin brother, Aidan, are heading alone back to Earth following the virus
that completely wiped out the rest of their crew, and their family, in its entirety. Nathan's
ship is heading in the opposite direction. But on the journey it is attacked. Only a few
survive. Their lives unexpectedly collide. Nathan and Olivia are instantly attracted to
each other, deeply, head over heels. But not everyone is pleased. Surrounded by
rumours, deception, even murder, is it possible to live out a happy-ever-after...2




Key Stage 4 - Sci-Fi

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L' engle

When Charles Wallace Murry goes searching through a 'wrinkle in time' for his lost father,
he finds himself on an evil planet where all life is enslaved by a huge pulsating brain
known as 'If'. How Charles, his sister Meg and friend Calvin find and free his father makes
this a very special and exciting mixture of fantasy and science fiction, which all the way
through is dominated by the funny and mysterious trio of guardian angels known as Mrs
Whatsit, Mrs Who and Mrs Which.

Railhead by Philip Reeve

Step Aboard - the Universe is Waiting.

The Great Network is a place of drones and androids, Hive Monks and Station Angels.
The place of the thousand gates, where sentfient trains criss-cross the galaxy in a
heartbeat. Itis also a place of great dangers - especially for someone who rides the
rails and rides his luck the way Zen Starling does. Once Zen was just a pefty thief,
stealing fo support his family and living by his wits. Now everything has changed. Zen
is still a thief - but it could be that the key to the whole universe rests on finding out
what else heis . . .

The Kill Order by James Dashner

When sun flares hit the Earth, intense heat, toxic radiation and flooding followed, wiping
out much of the human race. Those who survived live in basic communities in the
mountains, hunting for food. For Mark and his friends, surviving is difficult, and then an
enemy arrives, infecting people with a highly contagious virus. Thousands die, and the
virus is spreading. Worse, it's mutating, and people are going crazy. It's up fo Mark and
his friends to find the enemy - and a cure - before the Flare infects them all ...
(Prequel—Read after The Maze Runner, Scorch Trials and Death Cure)

Ender’'s Game by Orson Scoftt Card

The human race faces annihilation. An alien threat is on the horizon, ready to strike.
And if humanity is to be defended, the government must create the greatest military
commander in history. The brilliant young Ender Wiggin is their last hope. But first he
must survive the rigours of a brutal military fraining program - to prove that he can be
the leader of all leaders. A saviour for mankind must be produced, through whatever
means possible. But are they creating a hero or a monster?

City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau

Many hundreds of years ago, the city of Ember was created by the Builders to contain
everything needed for human survival. It worked - but now the storerooms are almost
out of food, crops are blighted, corruption is spreading through the city and worst of all
- the lights are failing. Soon Ember could be engulfed by darkness-But when two
children, Lina and Doon, discover fragments of an ancient parchment, they begin to
wonder if there could be a way out of Ember. Can they decipher the words from long
ago and find a new future for everyone? Will the people of Ember listen to them?

e Larklight by Philip Reeve
Arthur (Art) Mumby and his irritating sister Myrtle live with their father in the huge and
rambling house, Larklight, tfravelling through space on a remote orbit far beyond the
Moon. One ordinary sort of morning they receive a correspondence informing them that
a gentleman is on his way to visit, a Mr Webster. Visitors to Larklight are rare if not unique,
and a frenzy of preparation ensues. But it is entirely the wrong sort of preparation, as
they discover when their guest arrives, and a Dreadful and Terrifying (and marvellous)
adventure begins. It takes them to the furthest reaches of Known Space, where they
must battle the evil First Ones in a desperate attempt to save each other - and the
Universe.
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Key Stage 4 - Dystopian

Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman

Sephy is a Cross — a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a nought —
a ‘colourless’ member of the underclass who were once slaves to the Crosses. The
two have been friends since early childhood. But that's as far as it can go. Against
a background of prejudice, distrust and mounting terrorist violence, a romance
builds between Sephy and Callum — a romance that is fo lead both of them into

terrible danger . . .

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld

Tally Youngblood is about to turn sixteen, and she can't wait for the operation that
turns everyone from a repellent ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty and catapults
you info a high-tech paradise where your only job is to party. But new friend Shay
would rather hoverboard to "the Smoke" and be free. Tally learns about a whole new
side of the prefty world and it isn't very pretty. The "Special Circumstances" authority Dr
Cable offers Tally the worst choice she can imagine: find her friend and turn her in, or
never turn pretty at all.

The Declaration by Gemma Malley

Sixteen-year-old Anna should not have been born. It is the year 2140 and people can live
for ever. No one wants another mouth to feed, so she lives in a Surplus Hall, where
unwanted children go fo learn valuable lessons . . . af least she wasn't put down at birth.
One day, a new inmate arrives. Anna'’s life is thrown info chaos. He says things about her
parents and the Outside that couldn't possibly be true . . . Or could they?

Incarceron by Catherine Fisher

Incarceron - a futuristic prison, sealed from view, where the descendants of the original
prisoners live in a dark world torn by rivalry and savagery. It is a terrifying mix of high
technology - a living building which pervades the novel as an ever-watchful, ever-
vengeful character, and a typical medieval torfure chamber - chains, great halls,
dungeons. A young prisoner, Finn, has haunting visions of an earlier life, and cannot
believe he was born here and has always been here. In the outer world, Claudiaq,
daughter of the Warden of Incarceron, is frapped in her own form of prison - a futuristic
world constructed beautifully fo look like a past era, an imminent marriage she dreads.
She knows nothing of Incarceron, except that it exists. But there comes a moment when
Finn, inside Incarceron, and Claudia, outside, simultaneously find a device - a crystal key,
through which they can talk to each other. And so the plan for Finn's escape is born ..

Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick

England is covered by water, and Norwich is an island. Zoe, left behind in the confusion
when her parents escaped, survives there as best she can. Alone and desperate among
marauding gangs, she manages to dig a derelict boat out of the mud and gets away o
Eels Island. But Eels Island, whose raggle-taggle inhabitants are dominated by the
strange boy Dooby, is full of danger too.
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Key Stage 4 - Dystopian

Divergent by Veronica Roth

In Beatrice Prior's dystopian Chicago world, society is divided into five factions, each
dedicated to a particular virfue--Candor (the honest), Abnegation (the selfless),
Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the intelligent). On an
appointed day of every year, all sixteen-year-olds must select the faction to which they
will devote the rest of their lives. For Beatrice, the decision is between staying with her
family and being who she really is-she can't have both. So she makes a choice that
surprises everyone, including herself.

Blood Red Road by Moira Young

Saba has spent her whole life in Silverlake, a dried-up wasteland ravaged by constant
sandstorms. The Wrecker civilization has long been destroyed, leaving only landfills for
Saba and her family to scavenge from. That's fine by her, as long as her beloved twin
brother Lugh is around. But when a monster sandstorm arrives, along with four cloaked
horsemen, Saba's world is shattered. Lugh is captured, and Saba embarks on an epic
quest to get him back.

Gone by Michael Grant

In the blink of an eye, the world changes. The adults vanish without a trace, and those
left must do all they can to survive. But everyone’s idea of survival is different. Some look
after themselves, some look after others, and some will do anything for power... Even
kill. It isn't until the world collapses around you that you find out what kind of person you
really are.

Matched by Ally Condie

On her seventeenth birthday, Cassia meets her Match. Society dictates he is her
perfect partner for life. Except he's not. In Cassia's society, Officials decide who people
love. How many children they have. Where they work. When they die. But, as Cassia
finds herself falling in love with another boy, she is determined to make some choices of
her own. And that's when her whole world begins to unravel . . .

Delirium by Lauren Oliver

A life without love is a life without pain. There was a time when love was the most
important thing in the world. People would go to the end of the earth to find it. They
would tell lies for it. Even kill for it. Then, at last, they found the cure. Now everything is
different. Scientists are able to eradicate love and the government demands that alll
citizens receive the cure upon furning eighteen. With only 95 days left until her
freatment, Lena Haloway does the unthinkable...

Legend by Marie Lu

What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a nation
perpetually at war with its neighbours. Born into an elite family in one of the
Republic’s wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a prodigy being groomed for
success in the Republic’s highest military circles. Born into the slums, fiffeen-year-old
Day is the country’s most wanted criminal. Their paths should never have crossed, but
together the two uncover the truth...
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Key Stage 4 - Dystopian

The Maze Runner by James Dashner

When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He's
surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also gone. Outside the fowering
stone walls that surround the Glade is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It's the only way
out - and no one’s ever made it through alive. Everything is going to change. Then a girl
arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying.

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins

Setin a dark vision of the near future, a terrifying reality TV show is taking place. Twelve
boys and twelve girls are forced to appearin a live event called The Hunger Games.
There is only one rule: kill or be killed. When sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen steps
forward to take her younger sister’s place in the games, she sees it as a death sentence.
But Katniss has been close to death before. For her, survival is second nature.

The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness

An unflinching novel about the impossible choices of growing up, by an award-winning
writer. Imagine you're the only boy in a town of men. And you can hear everything
they think. And they can hear everything you think. Imagine you don't fit in with their
plans... Todd Hewitt is just one month away from the birthday that will make him a

man. But his town has been keeping secrets from him. Secrets that are going to force
him to run...

The Giver by Lois Lowry

Jonas's world is perfect.. Everything is under control. There is no war or fear or pain. There
are no choices. Every person is assigned a role in the Community. When Jonas turns twelve,
he is singled out to receive special training from The Giver. The Giver alone holds the
memories of the frue pain and pleasure of life. Now, it is fime for Jonas to receive the fruth.

The Bombs that brought us together by Brian Conag

Fourteen-year-old Charlie Law has lived in Little Town, on the border with Old Country,
all his life. He knows the rules: no going out after dark; no drinking; no litter; no fighting.
You don't want to get on the wrong side of the people who run Little Town. When he
meets Pavel Duda, a refugee from Old Country, the rules start to get broken. Then the
bombs come, and the soldiers from Old Country, and Little Town changes for ever.

Shade’s Children by Garth Nix

In a futuristic urban wasteland, evil Overlords have decreed that no child shall live a day
past his fourteenth birthday. On that Sad Birthday, the child is the object of an obscene
harvest resulting in the construction of a machinelike creature whose sole purpose is to
kill. The mysterious Shade -- once a man, but now more like the machines he fights --
recruits the few children forfunate enough to escape. With luck, cunning, and skill, four of
Shade's children come closer than any to discovering the source of the Overlords' power

-- and the key to their downfall. But the closer the children get, the more ruthless Shade
seems to becomel!
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Ang;sha Angus, Thongs and Full-Frontal Shogging by Louise Rennison

@ S Fourteen year old Georgia Nicholson lives with her mother, father, 3-year-old sister Libby
fr;‘ftl;l and her wild cat, Angus, whom the family found on a holiday to Scotland. In her diary
snogging she records all the frials and tribulations of her everyday life including dealing with

Yol dnugh unsympathetic friends, annoying teachers and her crush on Robbie 'the sex-god’.

Geek Girl by Holly Smale

Harriet Manners knows that a cat has 32 muscles in each ear, a “jiffy” lasts 1/100th of a
second, and the average person laughs 15 tfimes per day. She knows that bats always
turn left when exiting a cave and that peanuts are one of the ingredients of dynamite.
But she doesn't know why nobody at school seems to like her. So when Harriet is spotted
by a fop model agent, she grabs the chance to reinvent herself. Even if it means
stealing her best friend's dream, incurring the wrath of her arch enemy Alexa, and
repeatedly humiliating herself in front of impossibly handsome model Nick. Even if it
means lying to the people she loves.

. W W . . . .

Withering Tights by Louise Rennison

Dother Hall is a performing arts college somewhere Up North, surrounded by rolling
dales, bearded cheesemaking villagers (male and female) and wildlife of the squirrely
-type. On the whole, it's not quite the showbiz experience Tallulah was expecting...
but once her mates turn up and they start their acting summer course things are
bound fto perk up. Especially when the boys arrive. (When DO the boys arrive?) Six
weeks of parent-free freedom, boy freedom and freedom of expression... cos it's the
THEATRE dahling,!

Spud by John Van De Ruit

It's 1990. Apartheid is crumbling, Nelson Mandela has just been released from prison
and thirteen-year-old Spud Milton is about to start his first year at an elite boys-only
boarding school. Cursed with embarrassingly dysfunctional parents, a nutty granny
and a dormitory full of strange characters, Spud has his hands full trying to adapt to his
new home. With only his wits and his diary, he takes readers on a rowdy boarding
school romp full of illegal midnight swims, catastrophic cricket matches, ghostbusting
escapades, girls and disastrous holidays.

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Alexie Sherman

This is the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist who leaves his school on the Spokane
Indian Reservation to attend an all-white high school. This heart-breaking, funny, and
beautifully written tale, featuring poignant drawings that reflect the character's art, is
based on the author's own experiences. It chronicles contemporary adolescence as
seen through the eyes of one Native American boy.

Waiting for Gonzo by Dave Cousins
Uprooted from his friends and former life, Oz finds himself stranded in the sleepy village
of Slowleigh. When a joke backfires on the first day at his new school, Oz attracts the
attention of Isobel Skinner, the school psycho - but that's just the beginning.

After causing an accident that puts his mum in hospital, Oz isn't exactly popular at
home either. His older sister's no help, but then she's got a problem of her own .. . one
that's growing bigger by the day.

The Private Blog of Joe Cowley by Ben Davis

Sunday 1st January

So here's the thing. I've decided to start writing a blog. A private one. The idea is that it'l

help me sort my life out, because quite frankly, it can't get much worse . . .

-1 gained the nickname Puke Skywalker after vomiting over Louise Bentley on the waltzer.

-1 am subjected to daily wedgies by my arch-enemy Gav James.

- My so-called best mates are trying to get me killed in a bid to win £250 on You've Been
Framed.

This cannot go on. | have to do something, or I'll end up like Mad Morris down the park who

thinks he's Jesus. By the end of next ferm, I'm going to be a completely different person.

At least, that's the theory...

el . L L T S . I




WILLIAW
SUTCLIFER

NECKLACE

; S,&\Mj ﬁ,{r@z'&

i
,l'

Velvet

Key Stage 4 - Historical

Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein

Only in wartime could a stalwart lass from Manchester rub shoulders with a Scottish
aristocrat, one a pilot, the other a special operations executive. When a vital mission
goes wrong, and one of the friends has to bail out of a faulty plane over France, she is
captured by the Gestapo and becomes a prisoner of war. The story begins in ‘Verity's’
own words, as she writes her account for her captors. Truth or lies? Honour or betrayal?
Everything they've ever believed in is put to the test .

Poppy by Mary Hooper

Poppy is young, beautiful and clever - and working as a parlourmaid in the de Vere
family's country house. Society, it seems, has already carved out her destiny.

But Poppy's life is about to be thrown dramatically off course. The first reason is love -
with someone forbidden, who could never, ever marry a girl like her. The second reason
is war. As the lists of the dead and wounded grow longer, Poppy must do whatever she
can to help the injured soldiers, knowing all the while that her own soldier may never
return home . .

The Wall by Williom Sutcliffe

Joshua is a troubled boy who lives with his mother and stepfather in a divided city,
where a wall and soldiers separate two communities, and the rubble-strewn residue of
their broken world gives hints of the old life before the wall was built. Joshua discovers a
manhole, which leads to a tunnel, which leads in pitch darkness under the wall and
across to the other side. Forbidden territory, dangerous territory, violent territory, which
a boy like him - visibly different - shouldn't stray into. An act of kindness from a girl saves
his life, but leads to a brutal act of cruelty and a terrible debt he's determined to repay.
And no one, no one must find out that he's been there - or the consequences will be
unbearable.

Salt to the Sea by Ruth Sepetys

It's early 1945 and a group of people trek across Germany, bound together by their
desperation to reach the ship that can take them away from the war-ravaged land.
Four young people, each haunted by their own dark secret, narrate their unforgettable
stories. This inspirational novel is based on a true story from the Second World War.
When the German ship the Wilhelm Gustloff was sunk in port in early 1945 it had over
9000 civilian refugees, including children, on board.

The Red Necklace by Sally Gardner

The story of a remarkable boy called Yann Margoza; Tetu the dwarf, his friend and
mentor; Sido, unloved daughter of a foolish Marquis; and Count Kalliovski, Grand
Master of a secret society, who has half the aristocracy in thrall to him, and wants Yann
dead. Yann is spirited away to London but three years later, when Paris is gripped by
the bloody horrors of the Revolution, he returns, charged with two missions: to find out
Kalliovski's darkest deeds and to save Sido from the guillotine.

Velvet by Mary Hooper

Velvet's job in a steam laundry is arduous, but since she is alone in the world following
the deaths of her parents, the money she earns keeps a meagre roof over her head.
When Velvet starts washing the clothes of a society medium, Madame Savoya, she is
surprised to be offered a life-changing job as lady’s maid in her household. Velvet is
glad to leave the poverty and sadness of her old life behind and initially embraces her
work, happily assisting at her mistress’s séances. However, soon Velvet begins to
question the reality of Madame Savoya’s ability to communicate with the spirit world
and in expressing her doubfts, inadvertently places herself in grave danger.
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FLAMBARDS

Key Stage 4 - Historical %

VIl by H.M. Castor

Destined for greatness... formented by demons. Vil is the story of Hal: a young,
handsome, gifted warrior, who believes he has been chosen to lead his people. But
he is plagued by the ghosts of his family's violent past and once he rises to power,
he turns to murder and rapacious cruelty. This is the story of the young man who
became Henry VIII.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

1939, Nazi Germany. Liesel Meminger's life is changed when she picks up a single
object, partially hidden in the snow. So begins a love affair with books and words,
as Liesel, with the help of her foster father, learns to read. Soon she is stealing books
from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor’s wife's library, wherever there are books to be
found.

Once by Morris Gleitzman

Everybody deserves to have something good in their life. At least Once. Once |
escaped from am orphanage to find Mum and Dad. Once | saved a girl called Zelda
from a burning house. Once | made a Nazi with a toothache laugh. My name is Felix.
This is my story. Once is the first in a series of children's novels about Felix, a Jewish
orphan caught in the middle of the Holocaust.

Witch Child by Celia Rees

When Mary sees her grandmother accused of witchcraft and hanged for the crime,
she is silently hurried to safety by an unknown woman. The woman gives her tools to
keep the record of her days - paper and ink. Mary is taken to a boat in Plymouth
and from there sails to the New World where she hopes to make a new life among
the pilgrims. But old superstitions die hard and soon Mary finds that she, like her
grandmother, is the victim of ignorance and stupidity, and once more she faces
important choices to ensure her survival.

I am David by Anne Holm

David escapes from the concentration camp where he has spent his entire life and
flees across Europe. He is utterly alone — who can he truste What will await him2 And

all the while, how can he be sure that they won't catch up with him . ..

This is the remarkable story of David’s infroduction to the world: sea, mountains and
flowers, the colours of Italy, the taste of fruit, people laughing and smiling, all are new to
David. David learns that his polite manner, his haunted eyes and his thin features are
strange to other people. He must learn to fend for himself in this strange new world.

Flambards by K. M. Peyton

When Christina is sent to live in the grand country house, Flambards, she doesn't know
what to expect. Once there, she meets two young men, Mark and Will, frying to cope
with their bad-tempered father. She also discovers a passion for horse-riding and a love
for life in the country. As time goes by Christina begins fo embrace her new life and all
the social engagements that it involves, but with both brothers vying for her attention
Christina knows it's just a matter of time before she has to choose .
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Coram Boy by Jamila Gavin

The Coram man takes babies and money from desperate mothers, promising to deliver
them safely to a Foundling Hospital in London. Instead, he murders them and buries
them by the roadside, to the helpless horror of his mentally ill son, Mish. Mish saves one,
Aaron, who grows up happily unaware of his history, proving himself a promising
musician. As Aaron's new life takes him closer to his real family, the watchful Mish makes

a terrible mistake, delivering Aaron and his best friend Toby back into the hands of the
Coram man.

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor
Cassie finds it difficult to understand why the farm means so much to her father. But, as
she witnesses the hatred and destruction all around her, she begins to learn the

importance of standing up for your rights. The powerful and moving story of growing up
during the American Depression.

Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson
Itis 1910 and Maiaq, tragically orphaned at thirteen, has been sent from England to

«w@% start a new life with distant relatives in Manaus, hundreds of miles up the Amazon. She
?J%%S&%?’ is accompanied by an eccentric and mysterious governess who has secret reasons of
o B Ibbotsoﬁ her own for making the journey. Both soon discover an exofic world bursting with new

U

experiences in Journey to the River Sea

The Kite Rider by Geraldine McCaughrean

In 13th century China, Haoyou's father is dead - his spirit lives among the clouds above
Ancient China. Feeling powerless when the man responsible for his father's death
demands to marry his mother, Haoyou determines to follow in his father's footsteps and
joins a travelling circus. The Jade Circus offers him the chance to escape his enemies
and perform: strapped to a kite, he takes to the skies, and soon amazes audiences
across the land - including the infamous Kublai Khan himself. But is the circus master
leading him intfo even greater danger?

The Silver Sword by lan Serraillier

Alone and fending for themselves in a Poland devastated by World War Two, Jan and
his three homeless friends cling to the silver sword as a symbol of hope. As they fravel
through Europe towards Switzerland, where they believe they will be reunited with
their parents, they encounter many hardships and dangers. This extraordinarily moving

account of an epic journey gives a remarkable insight into the reality of a Europe laid
waste by war.

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson

Setin New York during the American Revolution, Chains tells the story of Isabel and her
sister Ruth, sold info slavery to the wealthy, Loyalist, Lockton family. In the name of
freedom, the George Washington-supporting Patriots are fighting the British-supporting
| Loyalists, but Isabel is in search of a more personal freedom and cannot determine
which faction is the most likely o help her. Mrs Lockton is devastatingly cruel to Isabel,
and with little to rely on, Isabel becomes increasingly attached to Curzon, a slave who
has set himself strongly in support of his own master's Patriot cause.
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15 Days without a head By Dave Cousins
15-year-old Laurence just wants a normal life, but it's not easy when your mum is a
depressed alcoholic, and your six-year-old brother thinks he's a dog. When Mum fails to
come home one night, Laurence fells nobody, terrified he and his brother will be taken
into care if anyone finds out. Instead, he attempts to keep up the pretence that Mum is
still around: dressing up in her clothes to trick the neighbours and spinning an
increasingly complicated tangle of lies. After two weeks on their own, running out of
food and money, and with suspicious adults closing in, Laurence finally discovers what
happened to his mother. And that's when the trouble really starts.

Cherry Crush by Cathy Cassidy

Cherry Costello's life is about to change forever.

She and Dad are moving to Somerset where a new mum and a bunch of brand-new
sisters await. And on Cherry's first day there she meets Shay Fletcher - the kind of boy
who should carry a government health warning. But Shay already has a girlfriend,
Cherry's new stepsister, Honey. Cherry knows her friendship with Shay is dangerous - it
could destroy everything. But that doesn't mean she's going to stay away from him...

Spud by John Van de Ruit

It's 1990. Apartheid is crumbling, Nelson Mandela has just been released from  prison
and thirteen-year-old Spud Milton is about to start his first year at an elite boys-only
boarding school. Cursed with embarrassingly dysfunctional parents, a nutty granny and
a dormitory full of strange characters, Spud has his hands full tfrying to adapt to his new

home. With only his wits and his diary, he tells readers a story full of illegal midnight swims,

catastrophic cricket matches, ghostbusting escapades, girls and disastrous holidays.

Girl Online by Zoe Sugg

Under the alias Girl Online, Penny blogs her hidden feelings about friendship, boys,
high school drama, her crazy family, and the panic attacks that have begun to take
over her life. When things go from bad to worse, her family whisks her away to New
York, where she meets Noah, a gorgeous, guitar-strumming American. Suddenly
Penny is falling in love - and capturing every moment of it on her blog. But Noah has
a secret, too, one that threatens to ruin Penny's cover - and her closest friendship -
forever.

The Secret diary of Adrian Mole 13 3/4 By Sue Townsend

This is the diary of Adrian Mole, a hapless teenager. He writes about his parent’s
marriage problems, the dog, his attempts to get his poetry published and his love for a
girl called Pandora. Very funny and a brilliant insight into life in 1980s Britain.

Five star Fiasco by Sue Limb

Horrors! Jess's Mum has joined an online dating programme and has recruited Jess as
advisor, while Jess's best friend Flora has a rich new boyfriend who Jess can't possibly
keep up with. Then Jess's own boyfriend, Fred, does something unbelievably freacherous
and spineless. Jess is becoming completely fed up with the male sex, and is beginning to
think that the only reliable form of male is e-mail . . . Never mind, there's Valentine's Day
to look forward to. Fred is sure to make amends then. Isn't he?

The Art of Being Normal by Lisa Williamson

Two boys. Two secrets. David Piper has always been an outsider. His parents think he's
gay. The school bully thinks he's a freak. Only his two best friends know the real truth -
David wants to be a girl. On the first day at his new school Leo Denton has one goal - fo
be invisible. Attracting the attention of the most beautiful girl in year 11 is definitely not
part of that plan. When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely friendship forms. But
things are about to get messy. Because at Eden Park School secrets have a funny habit
of not staying secret for long ...

Key Stage 4 - Family and Friends lﬂ
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A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness
Conor has the same dream every night, ever since his mother first fell ill, ever since she
started the treatments that don't quite seem to be working. But tonight is different. Tonight,
il when he wakes, there's a visitor at his window. It's ancient, elemental, a force of nature.
AMO TER‘CL\lL’\I:S And it wants the most dangerous thing of all from Conor. It wants the truth.

Apple and Rain by Sarah Crossan

When Apple's mother returns after eleven years of absence, Apple feels whole again. She
will have an answer to her burning question - why did you go2 And she will have someone
who understands what it means to be a teenager - unlike Nana. But just like the stormy
Christmas Eve when she left, her mother's homecoming is bitter sweet, and Apple wonders
who is really looking after whom. It's only when Apple meets someone more lost than she is,
that she begins to see things as they really are.

Wonder by R. J. Palacio

August (Auggie) Pullman was born with a facial deformity that prevented him from going
to an ordinary school—until now. He's about to start 5th grade at Beecher Prep, and if
you've ever been the new kid then you know how hard that can be. The thing is Auggie's
just an ordinary kid, with an extraordinary face. But can he convince his new classmates
that he's just like them, despite appearances?

JERRY SPINELLI
B .

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of colour and sound, corridors
hum “Stargirl.” She captures Leo 's heart with one smile. She sparks a school-spirit
revolution with one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. Until things
change and Leo urges her to become the very thing that can destroy her - normal.

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
THE fA0LT Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has
INOURSTARS never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a
gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support
w Group, Hazel's story is about to be completely rewritten. Insightful, bold, ireverent, and
raw, The Fault in Our Stars is award-winning author John Green's most ambitious and
heart-breaking work yet, brilliantly exploring the funny, thrilling, and fragic business of
being alive and in love.

mzmz r)mwmw A

T | My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece by Annabel Pitcher
Ten-year-old Jamie Matthews has just moved to the Lake District with his Dad and his
teenage sister, Jasmine for a 'Fresh New Start'. Five years ago his sister's twin, Rose, was
blown up by a terrorist bomb. His parents are wrecked by their grief, Jasmine turns to
piercing, pink hair and stops eating. The family falls apart. But Jamie hasn't cried in all that
time. To him Rose is just a distant memory. Jamie is far more interested in his cat, Roger, his
birthday Spiderman T-shirt, and in keeping his new friend Sunya a secret from his dad. And
in his deep longing and unshakeable belief that his Mum will come back to the family she
walked out on months ago. When he sees a TV advert for a talent show, he feels certain
that this will change everything and bring them all back together once and for all.
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Key Stage 4 - Packs a Punch ‘

The Bunker Diary by Kevin Brooks

16-year-old Linus Weems has woken up in a low-ceilinged rectangular building, made
entirely of whitewashed concrete, with no windows and no doors. He does not know
why he is there or why there are six of everything. All he knows is that he is constantly
being watched. He decides to keep a diary to fry and make sense of his surreal
sifuation. The lift is the only way out. But this time when the lift comes, it isn't empty...
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INSISIB IS Blood Family by Anne Fine
[ERNEEnNid  Edward is four years old when he is locked away with his mother by her abusive, alcoholic
N ) partner, Harris. By the time an elderly neighbour spots him and raises the alarm, he is
seven. Rescue comes, but lasting damage has been done. Sent to live with a kindly foster
family, and then adopted, Edward struggles to adapt to normal life. Then one fateful
day, Edward catches a glimpse of himself in a photograph. What he sees shocks him to
the core - a vision of Harris. Every step of progress Edward has made swiftly begins to
unravel, and he has to decide whether his blood will determine his future.
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Looking for JJ by Anne Cassidy

When she was ten, Alice did something so wicked that the whole world would hate her if
they knew. Now she's sixteen, free at last, with a new identity and a new life. But branded
as a killer, forced to live a lie, how long can she keep the past at bay?

More Than This by Patrick Ness

A boy called Seth drowns, desperate and alone in his final moments, losing his life as the
pounding sea claims him. But then he wakes. He is naked, thirsty, starving. But alive. How
is that possible? He remembers dying, his bones breaking, his skull dashed upon the rocks.
So how is he is here2 And where is this place? It looks like the suburban English town
where he lived as a child, before an unthinkable tfragedy happened and his family
moved to America. But the neighbourhood around his old house is overgrown, covered
in dust and completely abandoned. What's going one And why is it that whenever he
closes his eyes, he falls prey to vivid, agonizing memories that seem more real than the
world around him? Seth begins a search for answers, hoping that he might not be alone,
that this might not be the hell he fears it to be, that there might be more than just this...

The Tulip Touch by Anne Fine

L) Nobody wants Tulip in their gang. She skives off school, cheeks the teachers and makes
ot herself unpopular with her classmates by telling awful lies. None of this matters to Natalie

who finds Tulip exciting. At first she doesn't care that other peopleare upset and

unnerved by Tulip's bizarre games, but as the games become increasingly sinister and

dangerous, Natalie realises that Tulip is going too far, much too far, racing, in fact, to

the novel's shocking ending.
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ANNE FINE

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold

My name was Salmon, like the fish; first name, Susie. | was fourteen when | was murdered
on December 6, 1973. My murderer was a man from our neighborhood. This is Susie
Salmon. Watching from heaven, Susie sees her happy, suburban family devastated by her
death, Isolated even from one another as they each fry to cope with their terrible loss
alone. Over the years, her friends and siblings grow up, fall in love, do all the things she
WEEEN never had the chance to do herself. But life is not quite finished with Susie yet . . . \
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Key Stage 4 - Horror Q "

The Enemy by Charlie Higson =
When the deadly zombie virus came, every adult fell ill. The lucky ones died. The others

are crazed, confused and hungry. Only children under fourteen remain, and they're -
fighting to survive. Now there are rumours of a safe place to hide. And so a gang of i
children begin their quest across London, where all through the city - down alleyways, in

e ; deserted houses, underground - the grown-ups lie in wait... But can they make it there -
ENEMY alive?

COSER THAN YOU THINK.

Cirque Du Freak by Darren Shan

Darren goes to a banned freak show with his best mate Steve. It's the wonderfully gothic
Cirque Du Freak where weird, frightening half human/half animals appear who interact
terrifyingly with the audience. Darren — a spider freak — ‘falls in love’ with Madam

Octa - an enormous tarantala owned by Mr Crepsley. Darren determines to steal the
spider so that he can train it to perform amazing deeds. But his daring theft goes horribly e
wrong and Darren finds himself having to make a bargain with a creature of the night.

NEIL CAIMAH  The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman

CT&\GR&H[ When a baby escapes a murderer intent on killing the entire family, who would have
OO {;', 4

thought it would find safety and security in the local graveyard? Brought up by the resident
ghosts, ghouls and spectres, Bod has an eccentric childhood learning about life from the
dead. But for Bod there is also the danger of the murderer sfill looking for him - after all, he
is the last remaining member of the family.

The Woman in Black By Susan Hill

Arthur Kipps, an up-and-coming young solicitor has come north from London to attend
the funeral and settle the affairs of Mrs Alice Drablow of Eel Marsh House. The routine
formalities he anficipates give way to a tumble of events and secrets more sinister and
terrifying than any nightmare: the rocking chair in the deserted nursery, the eerie
sound of a pony and trap, a child's scream in the fog, and most dreadfully-and for
SUSAN HILL Kipps most tragically-The Woman In Black.

Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy

Twelve year old Stephanie’s uncle Gordon is a writer of horror fiction. But when he dies and
leaves her his estate, Stephanie learns that while he may have written horror, it certainly -
wasn't fiction. Pursued by evil forces intent on recovering a mysterious key, Stephanie finds %ye
help from an unusual source — the wisecracking skeleton of a dead wizard. When all hell

breaks loose, it's lucky for Skulduggery that he's already dead. Will evil win the day?2 Will
Stephanie and Skulduggery stop bickering long enough to stop it2 One thing's for sure: evil
won't know what's hit it.

Department 19 by Will Hill

When Jamie Carpenter's mother is kidnapped by strange creatures, he finds himself
dragged into Department 19, the government's most secret agency. Fortunately for
Jamie, Department 19 can provide the tools he needs to find his mother, and to kill the
vampires who want him dead. But unfortunately for everyone, something much older is
stiring, something even Department 19 can't stand up against.

Lockwood and Co. by Jonathan Stroud
For more than fifty years, the country has been affected by a horrifying epidemic of .
ghosts. A number of Psychic Investigations Agencies have sprung up to destroy the
dangerous apparitions. Lucy Carlyle, a talented young agent, arrives in London hoping

for a notable career. Instead she finds herself joining the smallest most ramshackle agency @
in the city, run by the charismatic Anthony Lockwood. When one of their cases goes
horribly wrong, Lockwood & Co. have one last chance of redemption. Unfortunately this
involves spending the night in one of the most haunted houses in England, and fryingto 4
escape dlive.
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Key Stage 4 - Action Adventure

CHRIS RYAN

Agent 21 by Chris Ryan

When Zak Darke's parents die in an unexplained mass murder he's left alone in the
world. That is until he's sought out by a mysterious man: 'l work for a government
agency,' the man tells him. 'You don't need to know which one. Not yet. All you need
to know is that we've had our eye on you. There's a possibility you could help us in
certain . . . operational situations.' Zak becomes Agent 21. What happened o the 20
agents before him he'll never know. What he does know is that his life is about to
change for ever. ..

Pirates by Celia Rees

Nancy Kington, daughter of a rich merchant, suddenly orphaned when her father dies, is

sent to live on her family's plantationin  Jamaica. Disgusted by the treatment of the

slaves and her brother's wilingness to marry her off, she and one of the slaves, Minerva,

run away and join a band of pirates. For both girls the pirate life is their only chance for
PIRATES! freedom in a society where both are treated like property, rather than individuals.

(& =~ | Togetherthey go in search of adventure, love, and a new life that breaks all restrictions

of gender, race, and position...

The Recruit by Robert Muchamore

CHERUB agents are all seventeen and under. They look like regular kids. But they're not.

They are trained professionals who are sent out on missions to spy on terrorists and

international drug dealers. CHERUB agents hack info computers, bug entire houses, and

download crucial documents. It is a highly dangerous job. For their safety, these agents
RECRUIT DO NOT EXIST. James is the latest CHERUB recruit. He and his sister were recently

Robert Muchamore orphaned, and James has been in a lot of trouble. But he is brilliant at maths and CHERUB

needs him. After one hundred days, the gruelling training period is over. But the

adventure has just begun...

Hacked by Tracy Alexander

Dan had been diagnosed as ADHD as a child. He quite liked the ritalin, but then he got
into computers, and for his parents a geek was better than something feral. It was hard
fo remember when the genuine hacking started; free phone credit was the first illicit,
tangible real-life result of a hack, though not the last. By the time Dan is contacted
online by Angel, he is eager for the challenge laid before him creating tricky bits of
code. But Dan begins to suspect that something more nefarious may be planned for his
code than he thought. He will have to decide what truly matters more protecting his
anonymity and freedom or preventing a deadly terror attack . . .

Bodyguard: Hostage by Chris Bradford

Recruited into the ranks of a covert young bodyguard squad, 14-year-old Connor
Reeves embarks on a rigorous close protection course. Training in surveillance,
anti-ambush exercises, hostage survival and unarmed combat, he's put through his

/ paces and wonders if he will actually survive the course.But when the US President
BUDYGUARD summons Connor to protect his impulsive teenage daughter, Connor's training is put to
the ultimate test. For Connor discovers that the First Daughter, Alicia, doesn't want to be
guarded. She just wants to have fun. And with no clue Connor is her bodyguard, Alicia
tries to elude her Secret Service agents and lead Connor astray. But unknown to her, a
terrorist sleeper cell has been activated and its mission is o take the president's daughter
hostage...

® Running Girl by Simon Mason

Ry Ein Meet Garvie Smith. Highest IQ ever recorded at Marsh Academy. Lowest ever grades.
What's the point? Life sucks. Nothing surprising ever happens. Until Chloe Dow's body is
pulled from a pond. His ex-girlfriend. DI Singh is already on the case. Ambitious, uptight,
methodical - he's determined to solve the mystery - and get promoted. He doesn't
need any 'assistance’ from notorious slacker, Smith. Or does he?

[



ORANGEBOY

PATRICE LAWRENCE

Key Stage 4 - Action Adventure

Boy Soldier by Andy McNab

Danny Watts's grandfather, Fergus, was a fraitor. One of the worst sort. An SAS explosives
expert who betrayed his country and his Regiment for money. Drug money. He was
arrested and left to rot and die in a Columbian jail. At least, that's what seventeen-year-
old Danny is told when his hopes of becoming a soldier are destroyed for ever. But he
knows something the army doesn't seem to know. Fergus Watts is alive and in the UK,
living in secret under an assumed name - but wherez?.

Orangeboy by Patrice Lawrence

Not cool enough, not clever enough, not street enough for anyone to notice me. | was
the kid people looked straight through. NOT ANY MORE. NOT SINCE MR ORANGE. Sixteen-
year-old Marlon has made his mum a promise - he'll never follow his big brother, Andre,
down the wrong path. So far, it's been easy, but when a date ends in fragedy, Marlon
finds himself hunted. They're after the mysterious Mr Orange, and they're going to use
Marlon to get to him. Marlon's out of choices - can he become the person he never
wanted to be, to protect everyone he loves?

Re-Made by Alex Scarrow

Leon and his younger sister, Grace, have recently moved to London from New York and
are struggling fo seftle into their new school when rumours of an unidentified virus in Africa
begin to fill the news. Within a week the virus hits London. The siblings witness people tfurning
to liquid before their eyes, and they run for their lives. A month after touching

Earth's atmosphere the virus has assimilated the world's biomass.

But the virus isn't their only enemy, and survival is just the first step . .

The Hit (Boy Nobody) by Alan Zadoff

Boy Nobody is the perennial new kid in school, the one few notice and nobody thinks
much about. He shows up in a new high school, in a new town, under a new name,
makes few friends and doesn't stay long. Just long enough for someone in his new friend's
family to die -- of "natural causes." Mission accomplished, Boy Nobody disappears, and
moves on to the next target. When Boy Nobody was just eleven, he discovered his own
parents had died of not-so-natural causes. He soon found himself under the control of The
Program, a shadowy government organization that uses brainwashed kids as counter-
espionage operatives. But somewhere, deep inside Boy Nobody, is somebody: the boy he
once was, the boy who wants normal things (like a real home, his parents back), a boy
who wants out. And he just might want those things badly enough to sabotage The
Program's next mission.
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Key Stage 4 - Classics

The Silver Sword by lan Serrailier
Having lost their parents in the chaos of war, Ruth, Edek and Bronia are left alone to fend
for themselves and hide from the Nazis amid the rubble and ruins of their city. They meet a
ragged orphan boy, Jan, who treasures a paperknife - a silver sword - which was entrusted
to him by an escaped prisoner of war. The three children realise that the escapee was their
father, the silver sword a message that he is alive and searching for them. Together with Jan
they begin a dangerous journey across the battlefields of Europe to find their parents.

The Railway Children by E. Nesbit
Family! Friendship! Adventure! Mystery!

Roberta, Peter, and Phyllis have their lives turned upside down when their father mysteriously
has to go away. The railway becomes the centre of their new life, but little do they know
what wonders and changes it will bring to them - maybe even the answer to Father's

disappearance.

Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens
Oliver Twist is orphaned and on the streets of London. Alone and vulnerable, he forms a
new kind of family with a group of pickpockets, led by the enigmatic Fagin. At first Oliver's
new family provides a sense of hope, but it is not long before the true colours of London's
underclass reveals itself: prostitution, scheming, desperation and greed surround Oliver,
making his prospects of happiness seem bleak. But this young boy, who never seems to
stop running, is nothing like those he runs from.

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson
An exciting adventure involving a freasure map, a perilous sea journey across the Spanish
Main, a mutiny led by the infamous Long John Silver, and a lethal scramble for buried

freasure as seen through the eyes of cabin boy Jim Hawkins.

Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery
Anne wishes her bright red hair was a beautiful auburn (not the green she accidentally
dyed it). She dreams of pretty dresses and eating fancy cakes (made with all the right
ingredients instead of the medicine she accidentally used). And she's determined to beat
Gilbert Blythe to be top of the class (and doesn't care one bit how handsome he is). But
most of all, she wants to stay at Green Gables forever, with her very best friend, Diana. With
friendship, family, catastrophes, and romance; come and meet the girl who's full of fun!

Ballet Shoes by Noel Sreatfeild
Pauline, Petrova and Posy Fossil are sisters - with a difference. All three were adopted as
babies by Great Uncle Matthew, an eccentric and rich explorer who then disappeared,
leaving them in the care of his niece Sylvia. The girls grow up in comfort until their money
begins to run out and nobody can find Great Uncle Matthew. Things look bleak until they
hit on an inspired idea: Pauline, Petrova and Posy will fake to the stage. But it's not long
before the Fossils learn that being a starisn't as easy as they first thought...

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken
Long ago, at a time in history that never happened, England was overrun with wolves. But
as Bonnie and her cousin Sylvia discover, real danger often lies closer o home. Their new
governess, Miss Slighcarp, doesn't seem at all nice. She shuts Bonnie in a cupboard, fires
the faithful servants and sends the cousins far away from Willoughby Chase to a place
they will never be found. Can Bonnie and Sylvia outwit the wicked Miss Slighcarp and her
network of criminals, forgers and snitches?




DR JEKYLL AND
» MR HYDE

-

DAPHNI
DU MAURIER

(.

JANE EYRE

Key Stage 4 - Classics

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
"Edward Hyde, alone in the ranks of mankind, was pure evil." The mysterious association
between respectable Dr Henry Jekyll and despicable lowlife Edward Hyde is a puzzle to
Dr Jekyll's friends, including his lawyer Gabriel Utterson. Where Jekyll is sociable,
hardworking and pious, Hyde is a violent criminal, a wild hedonist. When Hyde beats a
member of Parliament to death, Utterson is determined to discover the ties that bind the

two men together.

Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier
An unnamed young woman marries wealthy Maxim de Winter, mostly to escape her life
as a companion to a rich American woman. Her happiness is broken when she moves
with her new husband to his estate, Manderley, where she learns about her husband's
previous wife, Rebecca whose shadow still casts over their lives. Although Rebecca
drowned in the ocean near the house over a year ago, the house is still full of her
presence. Her old room is left exactly the way it was when Rebecca still lived there and
her servant, the creepy Mrs. Danvers remains loyal only to Rebecca. When the new Mrs.
de Winter finds herself being compared to Rebecca by everyone she encounters, a
lingering evil threatens to destroy their marriage from beyond the grave.

Frankenstein: or, the Modern Prometheus by Mary Sheley
Obsessed with the idea of creating life itself, Victor Frankenstein plunders graveyards for the
material with which to fashion a new being, shocking his creation to life with electricity. But
this botched creature, rejected by its creator and denied human companionship, setfs out
to destroy Frankenstein and all that he holds dear.

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
Elizabeth Bennet finds her neighbour Fitzwilliam Darcy arrogant and conceited. The fact
that he has meddled in the romantic relationship between her sister Jane and local
aristocrat Charles Bingley makes him still more detestable. Darcy however is charmed by
Elizabeth's wit and beauty, and has set his sight on her hand in marriage. Will Elizabeth's
pride prevail?

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
Humble, orphaned Philip Pirrip (Pip) is apprenticed to the dirty work of the forge but dares
to dream of becoming a gentleman — and one day, under sudden and enigmatic
circumstances, he finds himself in possession of "great expectations." In this gripping tale of
crime and guilt, revenge and reward, the compelling characters include Magwitch, the
fearful and fearsome convict; Estella, whose beauty is excelled only by her haughftiness;
and the embittered Miss Havisham, an eccentric jilted bride

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
A thrilling story of mystery, betrayal and love. Orphaned Jane Eyre endures an unhappy
childhood, hated by her aunt and cousins and then sent to comfortless Lowood School. But
life there improves, and Jane stays on as a feacher, though she sfill longs for love and
friendship. At Mr Rochester’s house, where she goes to work as a governess, it seems that
she might have found them — until she learns the terrible secret of the attic.
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Key stage 4 - Sports Stories 2

ek Girls Can't Hit by T.S. Easton

= Fleur Waters never takes anything seriously - until she furns up at her local boxing club one
day, just fo prove a point. She's the only girl there, and the warm-up alone is exhausting . . .
but the workout gives her an escape from home and school, and when she lands her first
uppercut on a punching bag she feels a rare glow of satisfaction. So she goes back the next
week, determined to improve. Fleur's overprotective mum can't abide the idea of her

‘ entering a boxing ring and her friends don't get it either. Even her boyfriend, 'Prince' George,
TS EASTO seems concerned by her growing muscles and appetite - but it's Fleur's body, Fleur's life, so she
digs her heels in and carries on with her training. When she finally makes it into the ring, her
friends and family show their support and Fleur realises that sometimes in life it's better to drop
your guard and take a wild swing!

MAL PEET

Keeper by Mal Peet

Legendary sports journalist Paul Faustino tells the haunting tale of the world's greatest
goalkeeper: the man they call El Gato,"the Cat". As Paul interviews El Gato, the World Cup
stands on the table between them. In the hours that follow, El Gato tells his incredible story -
how he, a poor logger's son, learns to become a World Cup-winning goalkeeper so good he
is almost unbeatable. And the most remarkable part of this story is the man who teaches him:
the mysterious Keeper, who haunts a football pitch at the heart of the claustrophobic
rainforest...

Wing Jones by Katherine Webber

With a grandmother from China and another from Ghana, fifteen-year-old Wing Jones is
often caught between worlds. But when tragedy strikes, Wing discovers a talent for running
qﬁ she never knew she had. Wing's speed could bring her family everything it needs. It could

y . 4 also stop Wing getting the one thing she wants.

KATHERINE WEBBER

A

Shadows by Tim Bowler

Jamie is a fiffeen-year-old squash prodigy who has an overbearing father. His father is
determined that his son will achieve the success he himself never enjoyed and drives the
boy to a point almost beyond endurance. Then Jamie finds a girl hiding in his shed, and in
helping her to escape from the danger that is pursuing her, he is at last able to deal with his
own problems. He realises that he can't run away for ever.

)i
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Pride and Penalties by Chris Higgins

Charlotte doesn't want a lot - just to play rugby and for her dad to be proud of her. But her
brother Will is the rugby star of the family, only he's got very different stars in his eyes.

Soon they're both keeping secrets and so is their mum! Plus Gran is acting stranger and
stfranger... It also doesn't help that her sworn enemy is the one boy she can't stop thinking
about... Good thing she's known as Spider. She'll need all the help she can get to untangle
this.

I X

The Fastest Boy in the World by Elizabeth Laird

Eleven-year-old Solomon loves to run! The great athletes of the Ethiopian national team are
his heroes and he dreams that one day he will be a gold-medal-winning athlete like them,

in spite of his ragged shorts and bare feet. When his grandfather announces that he's going
to take Solomon to Addis Ababa, Solomon cannot believe his ears. Solomon's joy is increased
when he realizes that the Ethiopian running team will be doing a victory parade through the
city that day. But Solomon's grandfather has other plans. When grandfather collapses,
Solomon knows that getting help from his village is up to him. It's a twenty-mile run from the
city fo home, and grandfather's life hangs in the balance. Can the small bare-footed runner
with the big heart do ite
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Key Stage 4 - Books into Film

The Book Thief by Markus Zusack

1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier.
Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is living with a foster family on Himmel Street. Her parents have
been taken away to a concentration camp. Liesel steals books. This is her story and the
story of the inhabitants of her street when the bombs begin to fall.

The Lord of the Rings by J. R. R. Tolkien

Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered to him all the Rings of Power — the means by which
he intends to rule Middle-earth. All he lacks in his plans for dominion is the One Ring —
the ring that rules them all — which has fallen into the hands of the hobbit, Bilbo Baggins.
In a sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins finds himself faced with an
immense task, as his elderly cousin Bilbo entrusts the Ring to his care. Frodo must leave
his home and make a perilous journey across Middle-earth to the Cracks of Doom,
there to destroy the Ring and foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose.

City of Bones by Cassandra Clare

Sixteen-year-old Clary Fray is an ordinary teenager, who likes hanging out in Brooklyn
with her friends. But everything changes the night she witnesses a murder, committed by
a group of teens armed with medieval weaponry. The group are Shadowhunters, secret
warriors dedicated to driving demons out of this dimension and back into their own..
Drawn into a terrifying world, thrown together with handsome young Shadowhunter Jace
and his friends Isabelle and Alec, Clary encounters the dark side of New York City—and
the dangers of forbidden love.

Angus, Thongs and Full-Frontal Snogging by Louise Rennison

Fourteen year old Georgia Nicholson lives with her mother, father, 3-year-old sister Libby
and her wild cat, Angus, whom the family found on a holiday to Scotland. In her diary
she records all the trials and tribulations of her everyday life including dealing with
unsympathetic friends, annoying teachers and her crush on Robbie 'the sex-god’.

Divergent by Veronica Roth

In Beatrice Prior's dystopian Chicago world, society is divided into five factions, each
dedicated to a particular virtue--Candor (the honest), Abnegation (the selfless),
Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the intelligent). On an
appointed day of every year, all sixteen-year-olds must select the faction to which
they will devote the rest of their lives. For Beatrice, the decision is between staying with
her family and being who she really is-she can't have both. So she makes a choice
that surprises everyone, including herself.

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has
never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when
a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support
Group, Hazel's story is about to be completely rewritten. The Fault in Our Stars brilliantly
explores the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being alive and in love.

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins

Set in a dark vision of the near future, a terrifying reality TV show is taking place. Twelve
boys and twelve girls are forced to appearin a live event called The Hunger Games.
There is only one rule: kill or be killed. When sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen steps
forward to take her younger sister’s place in the games, she sees it as a death sentence.
But Katniss has been close to death before. For her, survival is second nature.




Key Stage 4 - Books into Film

PHILIP PULLMAN Northern Lighis by Phlllp Pullman
P | Lyra is no ordinary child. Plucky, wild, feisty and fey, she leads a wild and carefree life
framping the roofs of Jordan College, Oxford, and fighting with the Gyptian children

S on the canal. But now children are mysteriously disappearing. A reign of terror is

ﬁorl'helg coming. And when Lyra’s friend Roger vanishes, she setfs off on a mission to save him.
Lights It's a journey intfo a glittering Arctic north of ice and snow, where witch-queens ride

W S e the skies, armoured bears roam the snow... and scientists are conducting experiments

of unspeakable terror. Does one girl have the courage and cunning to stop them?2

»

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien

Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, with no desire to travel far from the

comforts of home; then one day the wizard Gandalf and a band of dwarves arrive
\11:\ unexpectedly and enlist his services — as a burglar — on a dangerous expedition to raid

HOBPJT the treasure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. Bilbo's life is never to be the same again.

J.R.R. TOLKIEN

War Horse by Michael Morpurgo

In the deadly chaos of the First World War, one horse witnesses the reality of battle from
both sides of the trenches. Bombarded by artillery, with bullets knocking riders from his
back, Joey tells a powerful story of the truest friendships surviving in terrible fimes. One
horse has the seen the best and the worst of humanity. The power of war and the
beauty of peace. This is his story.

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransome Riggs

A horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote island off
the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine s Home for
Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes
clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have been dangerous.
They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for good reason. And somehow
impossible though it seems they may sfill be alive.

The Maze Runner by James Dashner

When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He's
surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also gone. Outside the fowering
stone walls that surround the Glade is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It's the only way
out - and no one’s ever made it through alive. Everything is going to change. Then a girl
arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying.

Wonder by R. J. Palacio

August (Auggie) Pullman was born with a facial deformity that prevented him from going
fo an ordinary school—until now. He's about to start 5th grade at Beecher Prep, and if
you've ever been the new kid then you know how hard that can be. The thing is Auggie's
just an ordinary kid, with an extraordinary face. But can he convince his new classmates
that he's just like them, despite appearances?
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Key Stage 4 - Far-flung places

Oranges in No Man’s Land by Elizabeth Laird

Since her father left Lebanon to find work and her mother tragically died in a shell attack, ten-
year-old Ayesha has been living in the bomb-ravaged city of Beirut with her granny and her two
younger brothers. The city has been torn in half by civil war and a desolate, dangerous no man's
land divides the two sides. Only militiamen and tanks dare enter this deadly zone, but when
Granny falls desperately ill, Ayesha sets off on a terrifying journey to reach a doctor living in
enemy territory.

Journey to Jo’burg by Beverley Naidoo

Frightened that their baby sister Dineo will die, thirteen-year-old Naledi and her younger brother
Tiro run away from their grandmother to Johannesburg to find their mother, who works there as
a maid. Their journey illustrates at every furn the grim realities of apartheid - the pass laws,
bantustans, racism, the breakdown of family life. The opulence of the white "Madam's" house
contrasts starkly with the reality that Naledi and Tiro face - that their baby sister is suffering from
starvation, not an incurable disease.

Trash by Andy Mulligan

In an unnamed Third World country, in the not-so-distant future, Raphael lives on the dumpsite,
eking out a living sifting through rubbish. One unlucky-lucky day, he makes an extraordinary and
deadly discovery. Now he and his two friends, Gardo and Rat, are wanted by the corrupt forces
that run the city and will stop at nothing to get back what they've lost.

The Elephant’s Child by Rachel Campbell Johnston

When a baby elephant is abandoned on the African savannah, a young boy named Bat takes
her back to his vilage and cares for her. But Bat's grandmother explains that Meya cannot stay
with them for ever - the call of the wild will always be sounding in her soul. Then frightening rumours
arrive at the village; rumours of kidnapping, suffering and war. Bat and his friend Muka are
snatched, and catapulted into a new life of unimaginable terror. Will the bond between Bat and
Meya strong enough to save them?2

The Middle of Nowhere by Geraldine McCaughrean

When her mother dies from a snakebite, Comity’'s life in the Australian outback changes forever.
As her father retreats into his work, Comity turns to Fred, the Aboriginal yard boy, who becomes
her only friend. But then a new assistant arrives who delights in playing cruel games. As Fred
becomes his target, events spiral dangerously out of control.

Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah

Jung-ling's family considers her bad luck because her mother died giving birth to her. They
discriminate against her and make her feel unwanted yet she yearns and continuously strives for
her parents' love. Her stepmother is vindictive and cruel and her father dismissive. Jung-ling grows
up to be an academic child, with a natural ability for writing. Only her aunt and grandfather
offer her any love and kindness. The story is of survival in the light of the mental and physical
cruelty of her stepmother and the disloyalty of her siblings. Jung-ling blossoms in spite of
everything and the story ends as her father agrees to let her study in England.



