


Important dates

0 Personal Statement drafts- completed in lessons with 
myself.

0 UCAS applications- complete as much as possible in 
year 12 

0 Work experience week – 10th June 2019



Apprenticeships: Myth 
Busting

0 Apprenticeships are about low skill levels

0 Apprenticeships focus on manual skills

0 Apprenticeships are for people who aren’t academic and 
can’t go to university

0 Apprentices get paid peanuts

0 Apprenticeships are for other people



Degree Apprenticeships

0 A job with  ‘training programme’ inside it

0 An alternative to traditional, full time higher education -
blending work and part time university study

0 Spend part of your time at work, watching and learning 
from more experienced colleagues and putting your 
studies into practice and part of your time at university  

0 All of your studies are linked to your workplace

0 Assessments include practical projects and skills 
portfolios



Benefits of Degree 
Apprenticeships

0 Get a head start in your chosen career 

0 Gain professional skills and graduate qualifications designed by 
employers and universities working together – so you know you are 
gaining skills employers want

0 Hands on training lets you put classroom learning into practice right 
away, making sense of theory and building confidence

0 Build the soft skills that employers ask for

0 Graduate with lots of work experience on your CV – don’t have to 
struggle to find that first job

0 Get a (real) degree without the debt of a student loan



Degree Apprenticeships: 
Growing Fast

0 Available in more than 60 Universities

0 Over 5,500 students on Degree Apprenticeships in 2017-18

0 Apprenticeships in Law, Accounting, Business and 
Management, Digital Technologies, Engineering, Nursing, 
Surveying …….

0 University of Brighton – Specialising in Healthcare (Nursing 
Associate, Registered Nurse, Assistant Practitioner, Healthcare 
Scientist, Occupational Therapy, Podiatry), Developing 
Construction and Built Environment, Teaching and Masters 
level Professional Apprenticeships



Degree Apprenticeships: How 
do I get onto one?

0 You need an employer who will take you on as an 
apprentice

0 Look at Find an Apprenticeship: 
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

0 Look at company websites – many advertise their 
apprenticeship schemes there

0 Use the UCAS career finder tool to browse apprenticeship 
vacancies: 
https://careerfinder.ucas.com/jobs/apprenticeship/#br
owsing (122 degree apprenticeship posts advertised on there 17 April 2018) 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://careerfinder.ucas.com/jobs/apprenticeship/#browsing




The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service
(UCAS) is the central organisation that processes
applications for courses at UK universities and
colleges.

It is an online application system and is the main way
of applying for a degree course.



0 Registration for UCAS has opened and most students have
already registered.

0 Applications can be sent in early September.

0 Students should be starting their personal statements from
now.

0 Final deadline for Oxford or Cambridge, Dentistry,
Medicine, Veterinary Science and Veterinary Medicine is
15th October 2019.

0 School internal deadline for completing applications is
Friday 13th December 2019



0Schools, parents and student
information area.

0A comprehensive course and institution
search facility.

0Access for students to the online
application.

0www.ucas.com

http://www.ucas.com/


0The application process explained

0Advice on supporting course choices: where?
Which subject? Which course?

0Advice about finance!

0Key dates

0UCAS Parents’ link

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/undergraduate-finance-and-support
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-parents-and-guardians




0 Discuss what they enjoy and what further education plans
they have?

0 Discuss moving away from home or staying at home whilst
studying

0 Discuss finance: your support, jobs, budgeting

0 Encourage them to use the course and institution search

0 Research the institution, go to open days

0 Research job opportunities in the subject area and
destinations

0 Visit universities informally



Some universities ask for specific
grades for the subjects being studied
at A level.

Others will for a certain amount of
UCAS points.

These have recently changed for the
new A level qualifications.









0These will be based on students’
performance during year 12.

0Students are advised to choose their
courses wisely and be realistic about
the grades they are likely to achieve.

0Over predicted grades do not do the
students any favours.



0Some courses require students to take
admissions test as part of their selection
criteria.

0These include Medicine, some Dentistry,
some Veterinary Science and some Law.

0Oxbridge also have admissions tests for
specific subjects.



Oxbridge, medicine, 
veterinary 

0Students who wish to apply to the above 
should have notified us of their intent by 
now.

0However, anyone who still wishes to do 
so, should see Mr Pawar as a matter of 
urgency. 



0Some universities are now offering
students unconditional offers in a
bid to attract them to study at their
university.

0This does not mean that students
should stop working! Bursaries and
job offers are often dependent on A
level results.



0 Students need to respond to their offers once they
have had a decision from all of the universities.

0 They can pick up to 2 of the offers they have
received.

0 Their first choice is their firm offer. This will
usually have the highest grades.

0 Their second choice is their insurance offer,
usually with lower grades than their firm choice.
Students can choose not to do this, but they would
be limiting their options if they don’t make the
requirements of their frim choice.

0 If students have an unconditional offer, they only
need to make 1 choice.

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/track-your-application/replying-your-ucas-undergraduate-offers


0This can happen!

0However, if students get rejected from
all of the courses they apply to, they
can select a further course via UCAS
Extra from the 25th February.

0If they are unsuccessful then they can
apply for further courses.



Successful
degree 
place

Academic 
success

School
attendance

Researching
subject 
choice

Parental 
support

Visiting 
the 

university

Relevant 
work experience

Enrichment

Good tutor
relationship



Research
0 Will the degree lead to a job?
0 Research the career through the internet, friends and family
0 Is their promotional prospects
0 Do you enjoy the subject?
0 Is the course mostly exam or coursework based?
0 Look at the league tables, when choosing the University
0 Does is have a sandwich year?
0 Does is have post degree help?
0 Student satisfaction survey
0 How good are the lecturers on open days?
0 What extra curricular activates do they offer?
0 Consider the accommodation quality?
0 Cost of London?
0 Work out maintenance loan from online calculators?
0 Aspirational, realistic and back up choices. 
0 Take pictures at open days



Any 
questions

?


