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Sixth Form - Mystery

THE
GREAT
GATSB

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Who is Jay Gatsby?2 Everyone seems to have a story about him. How did he get all of his
riches?e Many think Gatsby gets his money by illegal means, but turn the other cheek because
} he throws a fabulous party every weekend. However the real Jay Gatsby has another story.
He is longing for something that he once had. Nick can help in his pursuit of happiness. Can
Gatsby turn back the clock and live in the past, or must he look to the future?

UMBERTO , 8

The year is 1327. Franciscans in a wealthy Italian abbey are suspected of heresy, and Brother
William of Baskerville arrives to investigate. When his delicate mission is overshadowed by
seven bizarre deaths, Brother William turns detective. He collects evidence, deciphers secret
symbols and coded manuscripts, and digs intfo the eerie labyrinth of the abbey, where “the
most interesting things happen at night.”

EC&) The Name of the Rose By Umberto Eco

CThe N
:ahe T

Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier
An unnamed young woman marries wealthy Maxim de Winter, mostly to escape her life as
a companion to a rich American woman. Her happiness is broken when she moves with her
m”\“]’\‘,'l\,’u Ml new husband to his estate, Manderley, where she learns about her husband's previous
= wife, Rebecca whose shadow still casts over their lives. Although Rebecca drowned in the
ocean near the house over a year ago, the house is still full of her presence. Her old room is
left exactly the way it was when Rebecca sfill lived there and her servant, the creepy Mrs.
fortnight later. He faces an unenviable task: to solve a case in which the grieving family are
the suspects.

Danvers remains loyal only to Rebecca. When the new Mrs. de Winter finds herself being
Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie
Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the Orient Express in its fracks. The luxurious frain is

‘,.'

their marriage from beyond the grave.

The Thirteenth Tale by Diane Setterfield

Angelfield House stands abandoned and forgotten. It was once home to the March family

- fascinating, manipulative Isabelle, brutal, dangerous Charlie, and the wild, untamed twins,

T/vi/*g:éntﬁ Emmeline and Adeline. But Angelfield House hides a chilling secret which strikes at the very
Tale heart of each of them, tearing their lives apart... Now Margaret Lea is investigating

“i  Angelfield's past - and the mystery of the March family starts to unravel.

FS-USP'I*EI-ONS The Suspicions of Mr Whicher by Kate Summerscale
VIV One summer's night in 1860, in an elegant detached Georgian house in the village of Road
MEWHICHER  wiltshire, all is quiet. The family wakes the next morning to a horrific discovery: an
;'[HEI%W}H)IL'{LD}E(I)IA]‘ unimaginably gruesome murder has taken place in their home. The household reverberate
oA .ﬂ-p_fﬁf with shock, not least because the guilty party is surely still among them. Jack Whicher of

é4 - | Scotland Yard, the most celebrated detective of his day, reaches Road Hill House a

compared to Rebecca by everyone she encounters, a lingering evil threatens to destroy
surprisingly full for the time of the year, but by the morning it is one passenger fewer. An
American tycoon lies dead in his compartment, stabbed a dozen times, his door locked

from the inside. Isolated and with a killer in their midst, detective Hercule Poirot must identify
the murderer — in case he or she decides to strike again.

Arthur and George by Julian Barnes
Arthur and George grow up worlds apart in late nineteenth-century Britain: Arthur in shabby
-genteel Edinburgh, George in the vicarage of a small Staffordshire village. Arthuris to

become one of the most famous men of his age (Conan-Doyle), while George remains in

= hard-working obscurity. But as the new century begins, they are brought together by a
| @l sequence of events that made sensational headlines at the time as The Great Wyrley
Outrages.
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Sixth Form - Fantasy

Assassin's Apprentice by Robin Hobb

The kingdom of the Six Duchies is on the brink of civil war when news breaks that
the crown prince has fathered a bastard son and is shamed into abdication. The
child's name is Fitz, and his is despised. Raised in the castle stables, only the
company of the king's fool, the ragged children of the lower city and his unusual
affinity with animals provide Fitz with any comfort. To be useful to the crown, Fitz is
frained as an assassin; and to use the fraditional magic of the Farseer family. But
his tutor, allied to another political faction, is determined to discredit, even kill him.
Fitz must survive: for he may be destined to save the kingdom.

Magician’s Guild by Trudi Canavan

Each year the magicians of Imardin gather together to purge the city streets of
vagrants, urchins and miscreants. Masters of the disciplines of magic, they know
that no one can oppose them. But their protective shield is not as impenetrable
as they believe. Sonea, angry, frustrated and outraged by the freatment of her
family and friends, hurls a stone at the shield, putting all her rage behind it. To the
amazement of all who bear witness, the stone passes unhindered through the
barrier and renders a magician unconscious. The guild's worst fear has been
realised . . . There is an untrained magician loose on the streets. She must be found
before her uncontrolled powers unleash forces that will destroy both her, and the
city that is her home.

The Name of the Wind by Patrick Rothfus
' have stolen princesses back from sleeping barrow kings. | burned down the town
of Trebon. | have spent the night with Felurian and left with both my sanity and my
life. 1 was expelled from the University at a younger age than most people are
allowed in. | fread paths by moonlight that others fear to speak of during day. |
o, have talked to Gods, loved women, and written songs that make the minstrels
/ ’}'\( »‘h‘u"l ’:\ dl  weep. My name is Kvothe. You may have heard of me'

The Final Empire by Brandon Sanderson
A thousand years ago evil came to the land and has ruled with an iron hand ever
since. Clouds of ash float down endlessly from the constant eruption of volcanoes.
/) A dark lord rules through the aristocratic families and ordinary folk are condemned
. to lives in servitude, sold as goods, labouring in the ash fields. But now a trouble-
( ’( maker has arrived and there is rumour of revolt. A revolt that depends on criminal
FINAL EMPIRE that no-one can frust and a young girl who must master Alomancy - the magic
that lies in all metals.

\ ) \ \ \E« Game of Thrones (A Song of Ice and Fire) by George R.R. Martin
§ The struggle for the Iron Throne will stretch from the south, where heat breeds plof,

lusts and intrigues; fo the vast and savage eastern lands; all the way to the frozen
north, where an 800-foot wall of ice protects the kingdom from the dark forces that
lie beyond. Kings and queens, knights and renegades, liars, lords and honest men...

\’1“’i‘ ll ; L8l all will play the Game of Thrones. Winter is coming...

AR
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Stardust by Neil Gaiman

Life moves at a leisurely pace in the tiny tfown of Wall - named after the imposing

stone barrier which separates the town from a grassy meadow. Here, young

Tristran Thorn has lost his heart to the beautiful Victoria Forester and for the coveted

prize of her hand, Tristran vows to retrieve a fallen star and deliver it to his beloved.
tardust It is an oath that sends him over the ancient wall and into a world that is dangerous

and strange beyond imagining . . .




Sixth Form - Sci-Fi

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

Far in the future, the World Controllers have created the ideal society. Through clever use

of genetic engineering, brainwashing and recreational sex and drugs all its members are
| happy consumers. Bernard Marx seems alone harbouring an ill-defined longing to break

free. A visit to one of the few remaining Savage Reservations where the old, imperfect life

still continues, may be the cure for his distress...

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

In a not-too-distant future, books are burned by a special task force of fremen. Guy

Montag is a fireman. His job is to burn books, which are forbidden, being the source of all

discord and unhappiness. Even so, Montag is unhappy; there is discord in his marriage.

Are books hidden in his house? The Mechanical Hound of the Fire Department, armed

with a lethal hypodermic, escorted by helicopters, is ready to track down those dissidents
~ who defy society to preserve and read books.

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? By Philip K. Dick

World War Terminus had left the Earth devastated. Through its ruins, bounty hunter Rick
Deckard stalked, in search of the renegade replicants who were his prey. When he wasn't
'retiring' them with his laser weapon, he dreamed of owning a live animal - the ultimate
status symbol in a world all but bereft of animal life. Then Rick got his chance: the
assignment to kill six Nexus-6 targets, for a huge reward. But in Deckard's world things were
never that simple, and his assignment quickly turned into a nightmare kaleidoscope of
subterfuge and deceit - and the threat of death for the hunter rather than the hunted ...

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells

When a Victorian scientist propels himself into the year 802,701 AD, he is initially delighted
to find that suffering has been replaced by beauty, contentment and peace. Entranced
aft first by the Eloi, an elfin species descended from man, he soon realises that this
beautiful people are simply remnants of a once-great culture - now weak and childishly
afraid of the dark. But they have every reason to be afraid: in deep tunnels beneath their
paradise lurks another race descended from humanity - the sinister Morlocks. And when
the scientist's time machine vanishes, it becomes clear he must search these tunnels, if he
is ever to return to his own era.

I, Robot by Isaac Asimov

Earth is ruled by master-machines but the Three Laws of Robotics have been designed o

ensure humans maintain the upper hand:

1) Arobot may not injure a human being or allow a human being fo come to harm

2) A robot must obey orders given to it by human beings except where such orders would

conflict with the First Law.

3) Arobot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict with |

the First or Second Law.

But what happens when a rogue robot’s idea of what is good for society contravenes the :
Three Laws?e * LA

2001: A Space Odyssey by Arthur C. Clarke

On the moon an enigma is uncovered. So great are the implications that, for the first
fime, men are sent out deep into the solar system. But, before they can reach their
destination, things begin to go wrong, horribly wrong...
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Sixth Form - Dystopian

1984 by George Orwell

Written in 1948, 1984 was George Orwell's chilling prophecy about the future. 1984
presents a startling and haunting vision of the world, so powerful that it is completely
convincing from start o finish. Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawl-
ing Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith inwardly rebels against the totalitarian world he lives
in, which demands absolute obedience and controls him through the watchful eye of
Big Brother...

The Road by Cormac McCarthy

A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves in the ravaged
landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, and when the
snow falls it is grey. The sky is dark. Their destination is the coast, although they don’t know
what, if anything, awaits them there. They have nothing; just a pistol to defend themselves
against the lawless bands that stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of
scavenged food—and each other.

The Day of the Triffids by John Wyndham

Bill Masen, bandages over his wounded eyes, misses the most spectacular meteorite
shower England has ever seen. Removing his bandages the next morning, he finds
masses of sightless people wandering the city. To survive in this post-apocalyptic world,
he must survive the Triffids, strange plants that can grow to over seven feet tall, pull their
roots from the ground to walk, and kill @ man with one quick lash of their poisonous
stingers. With society in shambles, they are poised fo prey on humankind....

The Man in the High Castle by Philip K. Dick

In an alternative world, the Allies have lost the Second World War. In this nightmare
dystopia the Nazis have taken over New York, the Japanese control California and the
African confinent is virtually wiped out. In a neutral buffer zone in America that divides
the world's new rival superpowers, lives the author of an underground bestseller. His
book offers a new vision of reality - an alternative theory of world history in which the
Axis powers were defeated - giving hope to the disenchanted. Does reality’ lie with
him, or is his world just one among many others2

Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

Three friends, with no family except one another and their peers, live at a residential
school under a benevolent dictatorship. They find out why they are there almost
imperceptibly and appear to accept their terrible fate. The calm, dispassionate voice of
the narrator Kathy, the only one to survive past early adulthood, and the sedate, almost
soothing, setting of England in an orderly recent past, throw the shocking
circumstances into sharp relief. The bond that the friends are forced into by their
predicament is at once oppressive and deeply fouching.

The Passage by Justin Cronin

Amy Harper Bellafonte is six years old and her mother thinks she's the most important
person in the whole world. She is. Anthony Carter doesn't think he could ever be in a
worse place than Death Row. He's wrong. FBl agent Brad Wolgast thinks something
beyond imagination is coming. It is.




Sixth form - Historical

Possession by A S Byaftt
Both a literary detective novel and a friumphant love story. It is the tale of a pair of
young scholars investigating the lives of two Victorian poets. Following a trail of letters,
journals and poems they uncover a web of passion, deceit and tragedy, and their
quest becomes a battle against time.

Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel

England in the 1520s is a heartbeat from disaster. If the king dies without a male heir,
the country could be destroyed by civil war. Henry VIl wants to annul his marriage of
twenty years and marry Anne Boleyn. The pope and most of Europe opposes him.
Into this impasse steps Thomas Cromwell: a wholly original man, a charmer and a
bully, both idealist and opportunist, astute in reading people, and implacable in his
ambition. But Henry is volatile: one day tender, one day murderous. Cromwell helps
him break the opposition, but what will be the price of his triumph?

The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett
de)ifdmy The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of Philip, prior of Kingsbridge, a devout and
&, resourceful monk driven to build the greatest Gothic cathedral the world has known .
1 fT Of Tom, the mason who becomes his architect - a man divided in his soul . . . of the
OF Tt beautiful, elusive Lady Aliena, haunted by a secret shame . .. and of a struggle

ARTH A between good and evil that will turn church against state, and brother against brother.

Empress Orchid by Anchee Min

To rescue her family from poverty and avoid marrying her slope-shouldered cousin, 17
-year -old Orchid competes to be one of the Emperor's wives. When she is chosen as
a lower-ranking concubine she enters the ritualised Forbidden City. But beneath its
immaculate facade lie whispers of murders and ghosts, and the thousands of
concubines will stoop to any lengths to bear the Emperor's son. Orchid bribes her way
into the royal bed, and seduces the monarch, drawing the attention of dangerous
foes. Little does she know that China will collapse around her, and that she will be its
last Empress.

Captain Corelli’'s Mandolin by Louis de Bernieres

Itis 1941 and Captain Antonio Corelli, a young ltalian officer, is posted to the Greek

s | island of Cephalonia as part of the occupying forces. At first he is ostracised by the

uéxisgmg locals, but as a conscientious but far from fanatical soldier, whose main aim is to have

ay ,.5(‘ a peaceful war, he proves in time to be civilised, humorous - and a consummate
=o#de  musician. When the local doctor's daughter's letters to her fiancé - and members of

the underground - go unanswered, the working of the eternal triangle seems
inevitable. But can this fragile love survive as a war of bestial savagery gets closer
and the lines are drawn between invader and defender?

E.

M eliEn Al Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Remarque
wrsTErN| - Paul Baumer enlisted with his classmates in the German army of World War . Youthful,
enthusiastic, they become soldiers. But despite what they have learned, they break into
pieces under the first bombardment in the frenches. And as horrible war plods on year
after year, Paul holds fast to a single vow: to fight against the principles of hate that
meaninglessly pits young men of the same generation but different uniforms against

each other--if only he can come out of the war alive.
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Sixth Form - Family and Friends ﬂ

Cold Comfort Farm by Stella Gibbons
When sensible, sophisticated Flora Poste is orphaned at nineteen, she decides her only
choice is to descend upon relatives in deepest Sussex. At the aptly-named Cold Comfort
Farm, she meets the doomed Starkadders: cousin Judith, heaving with remorse for
unspoken wickedness; Amos, preaching fire and damnation; their sons, lustful Seth and
despairing Reuben; child of nature Elfine; and crazed old Aunt Ada Doom, who has kept
to her bedroom for the last twenty years. But Flora loves nothing better than to organise
other people. Armed with common sense and a strong will, she resolves to take each of
the family in hand.

| capture the castle by Dodie Smith

This is the diary of Cassandra Mortmain, which tells of her extraordinary family and their
crumbling castle home. Cassandra’s father was once a famous writer, but now he
mainly reads detective novels while his family slide into genteel poverty. Her sister Rose
is bored and beautiful, and desperate to marry riches. Their step-mother Topaz has a
habit of striding through the countryside wearing only her wellington boots. But all their
lives will be soon be transformed by the arrival of new neighbours from America, and
Cassandra finds herself falling in love.

The Perks of Being A Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky

Charlie is a shy, introspective teenager, who prefers to look on from the sidelines, and
has his own unique perspective on the high school world he sees around him. But
Charlie can't remain a 'wallflower' on the fringes of things forever, and through a
distinctive narrative voice, he documents his experiences as he begins to encounter
all the challenges of growing up.

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D.Salinger

Holden Caulfield is a seventeen- year-old dropout who has just been kicked out of his
fourth school. Navigating his way through the challenges of growing up, Holden dissects
the 'phony' aspects of society, and the '‘phonies' themselves: the headmaster whose
affability depends on the wealth of the parents, his roommate who scores with girls
using sickly-sweet affection. Written with the clarity of a boy leaving childhood

behind, The Catcher in the Rye explores the world with disarming frankness and a
warm, affecting charisma which has made this novel a universally loved classic of
twentieth-century literature.

Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell \
Cath and Wren are identical twins, and until recently they did absolutely everything

together. Now they're off to university and Wren's decided she doesn't want to be one half

of a pair any more - she wants to dance, meet boys, go to parties and let loose. It's not so

easy for Cath. She's horribly shy and has always buried herself in the fan fiction she writes, |

where she always knows exactly what to say and can write a romance far more intense
than anything she's experienced in real life. Without Wren Cath is completely on her own
and totally outside her comfort zone. She's got a surly room-mate with a charming, always-
around boyfriend, a fiction-writing professor who thinks fan fiction is the end of the civilized
world, a handsome classmate who only wants to talk about words . . . And she can't stop
worrying about her dad, who's loving and fragile and has never really been alone.
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Sixth Form - Horror

Rt  Dracula by Bram Stoker
@ When Jonathan Harker visits Transylvania to help Count Dracula purchase a London house,

he makes horrifying discoveries about his client. Soon afterward, disturbing incidents unfold e

DRACULA in England-an unmanned ship is wrecked at Whitby, strange puncture marks appear on a

young woman's neck, and a lunatic asylum inmate raves about the imminent arrival of his

"Master'-culminating in a battle of wits between the sinister Count and a determined group

“of adversaries.

BRAM STOKER

The Woman in Black By Susan Hill
Arthur Kipps, an up-and-coming young solicitor has come north from London to attend -
the funeral and settle the affairs of Mrs Alice Drablow of Eel Marsh House. The routine

formalities he anticipates give way to a tumble of events and secrets more sinister and .
WA terrifying than any nightmare: the rocking chair in the deserted nursery, the eerie sound
wﬂ}%‘pf%{ of a pony and trap, a child's scream in the fog, and most dreadfully-and for Kipps most

SUSAN HILL tragically-The Woman In Black. .

JOHN CONNOL[ ) The Book of Lost Things by John Connolly
THE '‘Once upon a time, there was a boy who lost his mother . . ." As twelve-year-old David
%QOKOF takes refuge from his grief in the myths and fairytales so beloved of his dead mother, he
1LOST finds the real world and the fantasy world begin to blend. That is when bad things start
THINGp to happen. That is when the Crooked Man comes. And David is violently propelled into
a land populated by heroes, wolves and monsters in his quest to find the legendary
Book of Lost Things.

Psycho by Robert Bloch
She was a fugitive, lost in a storm. That was when she saw the sign: motel - vacancy. The
sign was unlif, the motel dark. She switched off the engine, and sat thinking, alone and a2
; frightened. She had nobody. The stolen money wouldn't help her, and Sam couldn't
i) e either, because she had taken the wrong turning; she was on a strange road. There was
nothing she could do now - she had made her grave and she'd have to lie in it. She froze. »
H[I Where had that come from? Grave. It was bed, not grave. She shivered in the cold car,
surrounded by shadows. Then, without a sound, a dark shape emerged from the
blackness and the car door opened...

Silence of the Lambs by Thomas Harris ab®
Fiars . FBIrookie Clarice Starling turns to Dr. Hannibal Lecter, monster cannibal held in a hospital for
B THO;/I'AS L the F:riminolly insane, for insight in‘rq ‘rhg deadly madman she must find. As Dr. LepTer invites
1 ARRI her into the darkest chambers of his mind, he forces her to confront her own childhood
demons as the price of understanding, an unspeakable fuition he exacts to teach her how
o 0 the monster thinks. And time is running out . . .

Pet Sematary by Stephen King

The house was rambling, old, unsmart and comfortable. A place where the family could
settle; the children grow and play and explore. Only the occasional big truck out on the
two-lane highway, grinding up through the gears, hammering down the long gradients,
growled out an intrusive threat. But behind the house and far away from the road: that was
safe. Just a carefully cleared path up info the woods where generations of local children
have processed with the solemn innocence of the young, taking with them their dear
departed pets for burial. A sad place maybe, but safe. Surely a safe place. Not a place to
seep info your dreams, to wake you, sweating with fear and foreboding. .

The Exorcist by William Peter blatty

The terror begins unobtrusively. Noises in the attic. In the child's room, an odd smell, the
displacement of furniture, an icy chill. At first, easy explanations are offered. Then frightenings “
changes begin to appear in eleven-year-old Regan. Medical tests fail to shed any light-on®
her symptoms, but it is as if a different personality has invaded her body. Father Damien
Karras, a Jesuit priest, is called in. Is it possible that a demonic presence has possessed the

child? Exorcism seems to be the only answer... .
L » . * e > a e’ -
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SLEEP

SJ WATSON

Into theBlue

(OVER 20 MILLION COPIES SOLD WORLDWIDE

Sixth Form - Thriller / Adventure

The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown

Harvard professor Robert Langdon receives an urgent late-night phone call while on
business in Paris: the elderly curator of the Louvre has been brutally murdered inside the
museum. Alongside the body, police have found a series of baffling codes. As Langdon
and a gifted French cryptologist, Sophie Neveu, begin to sort through the bizarre riddles,
they are stunned to find a trail that leads to the works of Leonardo Da Vinci - and
suggests the answer to a mystery that stretches deep into the vault of history. Unless
Langdon and Neveu can decipher the labyrinthine code and quickly assemble the
pieces of the puzzle, a stunning historical truth will be lost forever...

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn

On the morning of his fifth wedding anniversary, Nick Dunne's wife Amy suddenly
disappears. The police suspect Nick. Amy's friends reveal that she was afraid of him, that
she kept secrets from him. He swears it isn't true. A police examination of his computer
shows strange searches. He says they weren't made by him. And then there are the
persistent calls on his mobile phone. So what really did happen to Nick's beautiful wife?

Before | go to sleep by S. J. Watson

Memories define us. So what if you lost yours every fime you went to sleep? Your name,
your identity, your past, even the people you love - all forgotten overnight. And the one
person you trust may only be telling you half the story. Welcome to Christine's life.

Into The Blue by Robert Goddard

Harry Barnett is a failure, leading a shabby existence in the shadow of a past disgrace,
reduced to caretaking a friend's villa on the island of Rhodes and working in a bar to
earn his keep. Then a guest at the villa - a young woman he had instantly and innocently
warmed to - disappears on a mountain peak. Under suspicion of her murder, Harry
stumbles on a set of photographs taken by Heather Mallender in the weeks before her
disappearance. Desperately, obsessed by the mystery that has changed his life, he
begins to frace back the movements and encounters that led to the moment when she
vanished into the blue. The frail leads him back to England, to a world he thought he had
left for ever, and af every step of the way a new and baffling light is shed on all the
assumptions that have made Harry what he is.

The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins

Rachel catches the same commuter train every morning. She knows it will wait at the
same signal each time, overlooking a row of back gardens. She's even started to feel like
she knows the people who live in one of the houses. ‘Jess and Jason’, she calls them. Their
life — as she sees it —is perfect. If only Rachel could be that happy. And then she sees
something shocking. It's only a minute until the train moves on, but it's enough. Now
everything's changed. Now Rachel has a chance to become a part of the lives she’s
only watched from afar.

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson

Forty years ago, Harriet Vanger disappeared from a family gathering on the island owned
and inhabited by the powerful Vanger clan. Her body was never found, yet her uncle is
convinced it was murder - and that the killer is a member of his own tightly knit but
dysfunctional family. He employs disgraced financial journalist Mikael Blomkvist and the
tattooed, truculent computer hacker Lisbeth Salander to investigate. When the pair link
Harriet's disappearance to a number of grotesque murders from forty years ago, they
begin to unravel a dark and appalling family history. But the Vangers are a secretive clan,
and Blomkvist and Salander are about to find out just how far they are prepared to go to
protect themselves.

= — o = [ - _ — - = =
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Sixth Form - Romance @

Me Before You by Jojo Moyes

Lou Clark knows lots of things. She knows how many footsteps there are between the
bus stop and home. She knows she likes working in The Buttered Bun tea shop and she
knows she might not love her boyfriend Patrick. What Lou doesn't know is she's about to
lose her job or that knowing what's coming is what keeps her sane. Will Traynor knows his
motorcycle accident took away his desire to live. He knows everything feels very small
and rather joyless now and he knows exactly how he's going to put a stop to that. What
Will doesn't know is that Lou is about to burst info his world in a riot of colour. And neither
of them knows they're going to change the other for all time.

The Time Traveller's Wife by Audrey Niffenegger

This is the extraordinary love story of Clare and Henry who met when Clare was six and
Henry was thirty-six, and were married when Clare was twenty-two and Henry thirty.
Impossible but true, because Henry suffers from a rare condition where his genetic clock
periodically resets and he finds himself pulled suddenly into his past or future. In the face
of this force they can neither prevent nor control, Henry and Clare's struggle to lead
normal lives is both intensely moving and entirely unforgettable.

Dear John by Nicholas Sparkes

When John meets Savannah, he realises he is ready to make some changes. Always the
angry rebel at school, he has enlisted in the Army, not knowing what else to do with his
life. Now he's ready to turn over a new leaf for the woman who has captured his heart.
What neither realises is that the events of 9/11 will change everything. John is prompted
to re-enlist and fulfil what he feels is his duty fo his country. But the lovers are young and
their separation is long. Can they survive the distance?

Possession by A S Byaftt

Both a literary detective novel and a triumphant love story. It is the tale of a pair of
young scholars investigating the lives of two Victorian poets. Following a trail of letters,
journals and poems they uncover a web of passion, deceit and tfragedy, and their quest
becomes a battle against time.

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

Elizabeth Bennet finds her neighbour Fitzwilliam Darcy arrogant and conceited. The

fact that he has meddled in the romantic relationship between her sister Jane and locall
aristocrat Charles Bingley makes him still more detestable. Darcy however is charmed by
Elizabeth's wit and beauty, and has set his sight on her hand in marriage. Will Elizabeth's
pride prevaile

Girl With a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier
17th Century Holland. When Griet becomes a maid in the household of Johannes Vermeer
in the town of Delft, she thinks she knows her role: housework, laundry and the care of his
six children. But as she becomes part of his world and his work, their growing intfimacy
spreads tfension and deception in the ordered household and, as the scandal seeps out,
into the town beyond.
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Howard’s End by E. M. Forster
'‘Only connect.'is the idea at the heart of this book, a heartbreaking and provocative tale
of three families at the beginning of the twentieth century: the rich Wilcoxes, the gentle,
idealistic Schlegels and the lower-middle class Basts. As the Schlegel sisters try desperately
to help the Basts and educate the close-minded Wilcoxes, the families are drawn together

in love, lies and death.

The Go-Between by L. P. Hartley
When one long, hot summer, young Leo is staying with a school-friend at Brandham Hall,
he begins to act as a messenger between Ted, the farmer, and Marian, the beautiful
young woman up at the hall. He becomes drawn deeper and deeper into their dangerous
game of deceit and desire, untfil his role brings him to a shocking and premature revelation.
The haunting story of a young boy's awakening into the secrets of the adult world, The
Go-Between is also an unforgettable evocation of the boundaries of Edwardian society.

Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy
Anna Karenina seems to have everything - beauty, wealth, popularity and an adored son.
But she feels that her life is empty until the moment she encounters the impetuous officer
Count Vronsky. Their subsequent affair scandalizes society and family alike, and soon brings
jealousy and bitterness in its wake. Contrasting with this tale of love and self-destruction is
the vividly observed story of Konstantin Levin, a man striving to find contentment and
meaning to his life - and also a self-portrait of Tolstoy himself.

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
Dorian Gray is having his picture painted by Basil Hallward, who is charmed by his looks.
But when Sir Henry Wotton visits, and seduces Dorian into the worship of youthful beauty
with an intoxicating speech, Dorian makes a wish he will live to regret: that all the marks of
age will now be reflected in the portrait, rather than on Dorian's own face. The stage is
now set for a masterful tale about appearance, reality, art, life, truth, fiction and the
ultimate burden of conscience.

Middlemarch by George Elliot
In the fictional fown of Middlemarch, selflessness, social reform, and romantic love struggle

to survive against human foolishness, economic missteps, and societal ideals. Young and
intelligent, Dorothea Brooke hastily marries Casaubon, a middle-aged scholar working
firelessly on his “masterpiece,” The Key to All Mythologies. Their union soon sours, and
Dorothea becomes trapped in a difficult situation that worsens upon the death of her
husband. Elsewhere in town, Tertius Lydgate, an idealistic young doctor, is caught in an
ill-fated union with the sweet but superficial Rosamund Vincy. Intertwined within the lives of
these two unfortunate couples is the handsome artist Will Ladislaw, who is sympathetic to
Lydgate’'s ideas about science and medicine, and who develops feelings for his uncle’s
wife—Dorothea Brooke.

The Woman in White by Wilkie Collins
One of the earliest works of ‘detective’ fiction with a narrative woven together from
multiple characters, Wilkie Collins partly based his infamous novel on a real-life eighteenth
century case of abduction and wrongful imprisonment. In 1859, the story caused a
sensation with its readers, hooking their attention with the ghostly first scene where the
mysterious ‘Woman in White' Anne Catherick comes across Walter Hartright.
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The Turn of the Screw by Henry James
A young, inexperienced governess is charged with the care of Miles and Flora, two small
children abandoned by their uncle at his grand country house. She sees the figure of an
unknown man on the tower and his face at the window. It is Peter Quint, the master's

dissolute valet, and he has come for little Miles. But Peter Quint is dead.

Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf
Clarissa Dalloway is a woman of high-society — vivacious, hospitable and sociable on the
surface, yet underneath tfroubled and dissatisfied with her life in post-war Britain. This
disillusionment is an emotion that bubbles under the surface of all of Woolf's characters in
Mrs Dalloway. Centred around one day in June where Clarissa is preparing for and holding
a party, her interior monologue mingles with those of the other central characters in a
stream of consciousness, entwining, yet never actually overriding the pervading sense of
isolation that haunts each person.

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Who is Jay Gatsby? Everyone seems to have a story about him. How did he get all of his
riches2 Many think Gatsby gets his money by illegal means, but turn the other cheek
because he throws a fabulous party every weekend. However the real Jay Gatsby has
another story. He is longing for something that he once had. Nick can help in his pursuit
of happiness. Can Gatsby turn back the clock and live in the past, or must he look to the
future?

Madame Bovary by Gustav Flaubert
Emma Bovary is beautiful and bored, trapped in her marriage to a mediocre doctor and
stifled by the banality of provincial life. An ardent reader of sentimental novels, she longs
for passion and seeks escape in fantasies of high romance, in voracious spending and,
eventually, in adultery. But even her affairs bring her disappointment and the
consequences are devastating.

Bleak House by Charles Dickens
At the court of Chancery, the interminable law suit of Jarndyce and Jarndyce rolls on and
on, encompassing so many diverse characters in its thrall like the fog that smothers the
great city of London, including Esther Summerson, the heroine of the novel and one of
Dickens' more feisty and characterful leading ladies. We are drawn in and fascinated by
the complex set of relationships at all levels of society, from Sir Leicester and Lady Dedlock,
cocooned in their stately home in Lincolnshire, to Jo, the crossing sweeper in the hell hole
known as Tom-All-Alone's.

The Return of the Native by Thomas Hardy
Eustacia Vye criss-crosses the wild Egdon Heath, eager to experience life to the full in her
qguest for 'music, poetry, passion, war'. She marries Clym Yeobright, native of the heath, but
his idealism frustrates her romantic ambitions and her discontent draws others into a
tangled web of deceit and unhappiness.
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Life of Pi by Yann Martel

Piscine Molitor "Pi" Patel, a Tamil boy from Pondicherry, where his father owns a zoo,
explores issues of spirituality and practicality from an early age. After a tragic sinking of a
cargo ship, Pisurvives 227 days stranded on a boat in the Pacific Ocean with a Bengall
tiger named Richard Parker. While at sea, Pi and Richard Parker face many challenges,
fraumas, tragedies, and miraculous occurrences.

Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

Kathy, Ruth and Tommy were pupils at Hailsham, an idyllic establishment situated deep ir
the English countryside. What unfolds is the haunting story of how Kathy, Ruth and Tommy
slowly come to face the truth about their seemingly happy childhoods - and about their
futures.

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the local kite-fighting
tournament and his loyal friend Hassan promises to help him. But neither of the boys can
foresee what will happen to Hassan that afternoon, an event that is to shatter their lives.
After the Russians invade and the family is forced to flee to America, Amir realises that
one day he must return to Afghanistan under Taliban rule to find the one thing that his
new world cannot grant him: redemption.

Room by Emma Donoghue

Jack is five. He lives with his Ma. They live in a single, locked room. They don't have the
key. Jack and Ma are prisoners. Room is an extraordinarily powerful story of a mother and
child kept in isolation, and the desire for, and price of, freedom.

We Need To Talk About Kevin by Lionel Shriver

Eva never really wanted to be a mother; certainly not the mother of the unlovable boy
who murdered seven of his fellow high school students, a cafeteria worker and a teacher
who tried to befriend him. Now, two years later, it is time for her to come to terms with
marriage, career, family, parenthood and Kevin's horrific rampage in a series of startlingly
direct correspondences with her absent husband, Franklyn. Uneasy with the sacrifices anc
social demotion of motherhood from the start, Eva fears that her alarming dislike for her
own son may be responsible for driving him so nihilistically off the rails .

The Perks of being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky

Charlie is not the biggest geek in the school, but he is by no means popular. Shy,
introspective, intelligent beyond his years yet socially awkward, he is a wallflower, caught
between trying to live his life and trying to run from it. Charlie is attempting tfo navigate his
way through uncharted territory: the world of first dates and mix tapes, family dramas anc
new friends . But he can't stay on the sideline forever. Standing on the fringes of life offers
unique perspective. But there comes a fime to see what it looks like from the dance floor.

Brooklyn by Colm Toibin

It is Ireland in the early 1950s and for Eilis Lacey, as for so many young lIrish girls,
opportunities are scarce. So when her sister arranges for her to emigrate to New York,
Eilis knows she must go. Arriving in a crowded lodging house in Brooklyn, Eilis can only be
reminded of what she has sacrificed. And just as she takes tentative steps fowards
friendship, and perhaps something more, Eilis receives news which sends her back to
Ireland. There she will be confronted by a terrible dilemma - a devastating choice
between duty and one great love.
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The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga

Balram Halwai is the White Tiger - the smartest boy in his village. His family is oo poor for him o
afford for him to finish school and he has to work in a teashop, breaking coals and wiping tables.
But Balram gets his break when a rich man hires him as a chauffeur, and takes him to live in Delhi.
The city is a revelation. As he drives his master to shopping malls and call centres, Balram becomes
increasingly aware of immense wealth and opportunity all around him, while knowing that he will
never be able to gain access to that world. As Balram broods over his situation, he realizes that
there is only one way he can become part of this glamorous new India - by murdering his master.

Wild Swans by Jung Chang

Through the story of three generations of women in her own family — the grandmother given to the
warlord as a concubine, the Communist mother and the daughter herself — Jung Chang reveals the
epic history of China's twentieth century.

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

Marlow, a seaman and wanderer, recounts his physical and psychological journey in search of

the infamous ivory frader Kurtz: dying, insane, and guilty of unspeakable atrocities. Travelling upriver
to the heart of the African continent, he gradually becomes obsessed by this enigmatic, wraith-like
figure. Marlow's discovery of how Kurtz has gained his position of power over the local people
involves him in a radical questioning, not only of his own nature and values, but also those of
western civilisation.

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver

The story of an American missionary family in the Congo during a poignant chapter in African
history. It spins the tale of the fierce evangelical Baptist, Nathan Price, who takes his wife and four
daughters on a missionary journey into the heart of darkness of the Belgian Congo in 1959. They
carry with them to Africa all they believe they will need from home, but soon find that all of it - from
garden seeds to the King James Bible - is calamitously fransformed on African soil. Told from the
perspective of the five women, this is a compelling exploration of African history, religion, family,
and the many paths to redemption.

Captain Corelli’'s Mandolin by Louis De Bernieres

127 is 1941 and Captain Antonio Corelli, a young Italian officer, is posted to the Greek island of

2 . Cephalonia as part of the occupying forces. At first he is ostracised by the locals, but as a

%\wmmomgfg conscientious but far from fanatical soldier, whose main aim is to have a peaceful war, he proves
;%o 229 in time to be civilised, humorous - and a consummate musician. When the local doctor's daughter's
y .1 letters to her fiancé - and members of the underground - go unanswered, the working of the

eternal triangle seems inevitable. But can this fragile love survive as a war of bestial savagery gets

closer and the lines are drawn between invader and defender?




